Committee on the Assessment of Student Learning
Minutes

February 21, 2006
Call to Order

The February 21, 2006 meeting of the Committee for the Assessment of Student Learning was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Chairperson Dr. Melanie Burns in the Greenup Room of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Union.

Members present:  
Dr. Melanie Burns (Chair), Dr. Cari Brito, Dr. Rigoberto Chinchilla,

Dr. Mary Herrington-Perry, Mr. Ryan Hawkins, 
Dr. Peggy Holmes-Layman, Dr. Debra Hopgood, Dr. Daiva Markelis,

Dr. Karla Sanders, and Dr. Rebecca Throneburg

Members absent:
Dr. Debra Reid and Dr. James Tidwell

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the January 17, 2006 meeting were approved as published.

Announcements
There were no new announcements.

CAA Report
No report was given due to Dr. Reid being unable to attend.

Director Report
Dr. Sanders reported SAC is presenting a workshop entitled “Using the University Rubric to Assess Individual and Group Presentations” on February 23, 2006 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. to be held in the 1895 Room of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Union.  It was previously scheduled to be held in the Arcola/Tuscola room.  Please RSVP to 581-6056 or kksweeney@eiu.edu.  
Dr. Hopgood reported that emails have been sent out to Senior Seminar instructors about the workshop.
New Business
EIU Assessment Plan Draft for Review

Dr. Burns disseminated the revised draft of the Spring 2006 Plan for the Assessment of Student Learning.  She asked members to read the plan for the next meeting and to submit ideas for changes and additions.
Dr. Burns also reported the CGSAssessment Plan has been added to the Assessment Plan for the Graduate Degree Programs.  The graduate program was approved on November 1, 2005 by CGS.
Dr. Burns asked for committee members to email her at mdburns@eiu.edu or Kimberly Sweeney kksweeney@eiu.edu with any thoughts they would like to make about the Assessment Plan draft.  She would like the draft to be completed by April 18, 2006.  
EWP Question from Wendy Long

Dr. Sanders reported that Wendy Long from the Center for Academic Support and Achievement would like to know how long we are required to keep the Electronic Writing Portfolio files?  The committee decided each August 10% of the completed writing portfolio’s submitted should randomly be pulled from the completed files for review.  Then a year later in August all the completed portfolios that were submitted for the previous year could be purged.
Response to EWP Readings Report
Dr. Sanders disseminated the Electronic Writing Portfolio Readings Report for Fall 2005.  The report and suggested changes for the EWP were then discussed.  Dr. Sanders and Dr. Markelis will meet to discuss changes.  Changes proposed for the EWP’s are as follows:
Short-term

1. Provide faculty development activities in partnership with Dr. Pearson, including how to structure written assignments.

2. Pilot an online version of the EWP interfaced with Banner.

3. Share results of EWP reading results at CAA, Faculty Senate, Deans’ Council meeting, and college/dept. faculty mettings, etc.

4. Add a paragraph in the current EWP letter from Karla to all writing intensive professors on what constitutes an acceptable submission, ie. no listings, no poems.

Mid-Term

1. Develop faculty development sessions for senior seminars regarding assessment pieces.

2. Continue improvement of fully electronic version of EWP and work with BANNER team on integration.

Long-Term

1. Addition of reflective page.

2. Change to make it a non-development process, ie not from a 1000, 2000, 3000, 4000 level, but more holistic.  Submissions from the 1000 and 4000 levels would stay the same, but the student would be able to select two other papers from any other writing intensive class.

3. Discuss whether all submissions must come from WI courses.

4. Explore uses of EWP to assess other undergraduate goals.

5. Have fully electronic version up and running Fall 2007.

Subcommittee Reports
Critical Thinking
Dr. Hopgood reported the General Education Faculty Survey on Critical Thinking was approved by CAA and has been sent to Danny Harvey, Coordinator, Web-based instruction.  Mr. Harvey mentioned it will be a few weeks before he can get it online due to the conversion of Banner.

Global Citizenship
Dr. Sanders reported the committee has met and is revising the survey.  When they have a draft, it will be brought to CASL for discussion.  The Global Citizenship committee will be meeting this coming Thursday.

Speaking Across the Curriculum

Dr. Sanders reported the committee has refined the goals which are in the new draft of the Plan.
Writing Across the Curriculum

Dr. Markelis reported the committee is working on the newsletter and discussed topics for presenting workshops.  Dr. Sanders disseminated the new EWP brochure for students.
Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m.


Kimberly Sweeney, Recording Secretary
