COMMITTEE FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING MINUTES

January 16, 2007

Call to Order

The January 16, 2007 meeting for the Committee for the Assessment of Student Learning was called to order at 11:05 a.m. by Dr. Karla Sanders in the Clinical Services Center, room 2101.

Members present: Dr. Rigoberto Chinchilla, Mr. Ryan Hawkins, Dr. Mary Herrington-Perry, 

Dr. Peggy Holmes-Layman, Dr. Debbie Hopgood, Ms. Stacey Knight-Davis, Dr. Daiva Markelis, Dr. Kathleen O’Rourke, Ms. Christie Roszkowski, 

Dr. Karla Sanders, and Mr. James Tidwell

Members absent:  
Dr. Rebecca Throneburg, (chair), Dr. Cari Brito
Guests present:  
Dr. Jaeyeon Sung, Booth Library

I.  
Approval of the December 5, 2006 Minutes

Ms. Roszkowski motioned to approve the December 5, 2006 minutes and Dr. Hopgood seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously to approve the minutes as written.

II.  Sub-committee Reports

A.  Writing

a) Faculty Survey Update

Dr. Sanders reported the faculty survey is extended through Friday, January 19.  As of Tuesday, January 9, 115 people had responded to the survey.  The faculty survey is on the website.
b) Plans for Student Survey

Dr. Sanders reported the sub-committee is working on plans for the student survey.  They have invited some students to join them in developing the on-line survey, which will be up and running for a couple of weeks.  The subcommittee will take the faculty and student data and put together models to present to CASL and from that point the subcommittee will ask CASL to make changes to the EWP.  Once the subcommittee has a model that CASL approves they will show it to other groups. The first meeting will be Thursday, January 18 at 3:00 p.m.  
c) Stacey Knight-Davis, EWP Study Summary

Ms. Knight-Davis and Dr. Jaeyeon Sung from Eastern Illinois University Booth Library presented and disseminated a report entitled “EWP Citation Analysis” to the committee.  They studied a sample from a randomly selected group of 3,232 completed 2005 EWP portfolios, which included 957 papers.  This report showed the types of work cited materials EIU students are using in their papers (i.e. the web, journals, books etc.), and it listed the percentages of the citations used.  This report listed the publication year of cited materials, which showed that students are using more current data (1991-2006) as the most cited source.  Also shown was the number of papers which contain certain types of raw data (word count), single source type cited vs. multiple source types; number of citations per paper; use of Websites by domain; use of online sources (comparing all sources); availability of works cited list or bibliography in paper; and word count by class.  Only 44% had works cited.  Ms. Knight-Davis reported that books and websites are the two main sources students are pulling sources from.  Discussion followed.
d) Writing

Dr. Markelis reported the newsletter went out in December and WAC will meet this month.


B.  Other Sub-Committees

a)  Critical Thinking

Dr. Hopgood reported one of the projects this subcommittee is doing is an analysis from students who took Philosophy 1900 in the Fall of 2001 and 2002 and then comparing their Watson-Glaser scores to other students who took the Watson-Glaser in the same semester, but who didn’t take a critical thinking class.  Dr. Hopgood mentioned they obtained rosters from 3 sections to see if they notice any trends.  The committee will look at the subtest scores and the composite means.  The other project they are working on is to look at other institutions and see how they are assessing Critical Thinking.  These are the 2 main projects for this semester.
b) Speaking Across the Curriculum

Dr. Hopgood reported that Dr. Sherry Holladay offered to do a workshop this semester on “Assessing Individual Speaking Presentations.”  The workshop will be held Thursday, February 22 from 8:30-10:30 a.m. in the Martinsville Room of the Martin Luther King, Jr., Union.  
c)  Global Citizenship


Ms. Roszkowski reported that they will be meeting in January.

III.  Director of CASA’s Report

Dr. Sanders reminded everyone that Ms. Linda Suskie will be presenting an Assessment Forum entitled “Putting Assessment Results to Good and Appropriate Use” on Tuesday, February 13 from 8:00-10:50 a.m. in the Charleston/Mattoon Room, MLK Union.  There will be college sessions following the forum:  LCBAS & Continuing Ed from 11:00-11:50 a.m.; A&H 1:00-1:50 p.m.; COS 2:00-2:50 p.m.; and CEPS 3:00-3:50.  Lunch will be provided for Ms. Suskie and CASL members from noon to 1:00 p.m. in the 1895 room.  Please RSVP to Kim Sweeney either by phone 581-6056 or email kksweeney@eiu.edu by February 6.  Flyers for the workshop were disseminated.
IV.
VPAA Update
Dr. Mary Herrington-Perry had nothing to report at this time.
V.
CAA Update
Ms. Roszkowski reported it appears CAA will vote in a couple of weeks to have general education courses and revisions done on a regular basis like any other course.  The Senior Seminar Committee surveyed students in 15 sections.  The committee will be meeting later this month.
VI.
Graduate Studies

Dr. O’Rourke  reported this is the first semester that programs can apply for the First Choice Program.  You can go to the CGS website and look at the different steps to apply.  If you have any questions you can contact Dr. O’Rourke or Dr. Augustine.   
The meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m.


Kimberly K. Sweeney, Recording Secretary
******************************************
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE NEXT MEETING
Tuesday, February 6, 2007

11:00 a.m.

2101 Clinical Services Center

******************************************

