Committee for the Assessment of Student Learning
Minutes

October 18, 2005

Call to Order

The October 18, 2005 meeting of the Committee for Assessment of Student Learning was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Chairperson Dr. Melanie Burns in the Casey Room of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Union.

Members Present:  Dr. Melanie Burns (Chair), Dr. Rigoberto Chinchilla, Mr. Ryan Hawkins, Dr. Debra Hopgood, Dr. Peggy Holmes-Layman, Dr. Daiva Markelis, Dr. Debra Reid, Dr. Karla Sanders, Dr. Rebecca Throneburg and Dr. Jie Zou

Members Absent:
Dr. Mary Herrington-Perry (Sabatical Fall Semester) and Dr. James Tidwell

Welcome New Member

Dr. Burns welcomed new CASL member Dr. Peggy Holmes-Layman who will represent the College of Education and Professional Studies.  Dr. Holmes-Layman is from the Recreation Administration Department.
Approval of Minutes
The Minutes for the September 20, 2005 meeting were approved as published.

Announcements
CASL will meet on the third Tuesday of every month from 11:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. from this meeting forward.

CAA Report
Dr. Reid shared that CAA is putting assessment on the agenda as a future item.

Critical Thinking
Dr. Hopgood reported the Critical Thinking committee met October 4 and they are putting together an on-line faculty survey based on the conversations with the colleges they had last spring. The survey should be ready this spring.
Global Citizenship

The Global Citizenship committee has met twice and Dr. Sanders reported they looked at issues with the Global Survey.  They found students give the same answers no matter when they take the survey.  In light of this information, the committee is working on refining the objectives and will then look at revising the survey.
Provost’s Assessment Awards
Dr. Sanders received 5 applications and they are ready for the Provost Assessment Award Committee to review and have them back to Dr. Sanders in rank order by October 28.  The rank order is due to the Provost on November 1.  Dr. Markelis and Dr. Zou volunteered to help Dr. Throneburg with this committee.
Speaking Across the Curriculum
Speaking Across the Curriculum has met once, and Dr. Sanders reported they went over what they have done the last couple of years and they reviewed the holistic on-line rubric.  It was decided there is a need for an on-line commentary to go with the rubric.  Dr. Sherry Holladay and Dr. Rodney Marshall will provide the commentary.  Students and faculty will be able to click on the numbers of the evaluation to get the commentary to find out what they mean.
CATS is working with the Speaking Across the Curriculum committee on filming group presentations in classes and the committee is working on scheduling another rubric forum in the spring and will set a date for it in November.

Writing Across the Curriculum
Dr. Markelis reported the Writing Across the Curriculum committee has met one time and discussed having a writing forum or workshop to discuss issues concerning the Electronic Writing Portfolio.  There is also a new member to the Writing Across the Curriculum committee, Dr. Gail Lockhart.  The committee will meet again in October to discuss the Electronic Writing Portfolio Workshop that was held on September 29 & 30, 2005.  
New Business
Spring Forum

Dr. Sanders asked the committee if they wanted to have a spring forum, if so, in what format and type of speaker?  After some discussion it was decided to have a forum in February or March centered on writing.

Director of CASA’s Report
Dr.  Sanders reported that Dr. Barbara Millis will be presenting a workshop on November 10 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union, Charleston/Mattoon Room.  The workshop is entitled “Using Groups and Academic Games for Learning Assessment” and is sponsored by Faculty Devlopment.  Dr. Millis’ workshop will also emphasize imbedded assessment techniques to help faculty and students measure academic progress and is open to all faculty.  Dr. Sanders asked the committee if they would like to partner with Lumpkin  to have a meeting with Dr. Millis from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. to talk about assessment issues.  The committee voted to meet with Dr. Millis.

Dr. Sanders also reported Linda Nilson from Clemson University will be presenting a workshop on assessment on April 5, 2005.
Regarding the EWP reading time line, the first reading is under way and the first focus group is  October 27, 2005.

Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 11:37 a.m.

Kimberly K. Sweeney, Recording Secretary
Next Meeting:  November 15 in the Arcola/Tuscola Room.
