Committee for Assessment of Student Learning

Minutes

September 6, 2005

Call to Order

The September 6, 2005 meeting of the Committee for Assessment of Student Learning was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Chairperson  Dr. Melanie Burns in the Arcola/Tuscola Room of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Union. 
Members present:  Dr. Melanie Burns (Chair), Dr. Rigoberto Chinchilla, Mr. Ryan Hawkins, Dr. Debra Hopgood, Dr. Daiva Markelis, Dr. Debra Reid, Dr. Karla Sanders, and Dr. Jie Zou 

Members Absent:
Dr. Mary Herrington-Perry (Sabatical Fall Semester), Dr. Christy Hooser, Dr. Rebecca Throneburg and Dr. James Tidwell 

Approval of Minutes

The Minutes for the April 5, 2005 meeting were approved after adjustments were made.
Announcements
Dr. Sanders announced she received a memo from Bill Weber of Academic Affairs, saying the presenter for Faculty Development this fall on November 10, 2005.  Dr. Barbara Millis who is from the University of Nevada at Reno, will be presenting a workshop entitled:  “Using Groups and Academic Games for Learning and Assessment.”  She will be available on campus all day and Mr. Weber is hoping to schedule a productive morning for her in addition to her afternoon workshop.  Dr. Sanders asked CASL if they would be interested in having Dr. Millis come and speak to CASL in the morning about various topics of assessment and also invite Assessment Coordinators as well.  Dr. Burns motioned to approve.  The motion carried.  Dr. Sanders said she will contact Mr. Weber of CASL’s decision.
CAA Report
Dr. Reid reported that CAA is waiting on the course reports from Gen Ed.  CAA is trying to act on Gen Ed now so the courses will be available for Fall 2006.  CAA is trying to create more course offerings and is streamlining, or fine tuning the courses already offered.  The course proposal format and syllabi examples are available on the CAA website.
Sub-committee Reports
Before the reports on sub-committees, Dr. Burns had the CASL committee decide on which sub-committee(s) they would like to help with this year.  They are as follows:



Speaking Across the Curriculum
Provost Assessment Award


Karla Sanders, Chair,

Melanie Burns, Chair



Ryan Hawkins, Christy Hooser
Rebecca Throneburg and James Tidwell



and Debra Hopgood


Global Citizenship

Writing Assessment Committee


Karla Sanders, Chair

Daiva Markelis, Chair



Debra Reid, Rebecca Throneburg
Debra Reid



and  Jie Zou



Critical Thinking


Debra Hopgood, Chair



Melanie Burns, Rigoberto Chinchilla, 


James Tidwell, and Gary Canivez
Critical Thinking
Dr. Hopgood disseminated the Summer 2005 Watson Glaser Analysis by Major.  Dr. Hopgood reported there were 18 courses given with 41 sections and a total of  588 students and 1 student in an honor section.  Dr. Hopgood explained what the Watson Glaser test is for the new CASL members.
Speaking Across the Curriculum
Dr. Sanders reported that the holistic scoring and rubic on-line preliminary is still a work in process with CATS, because the student who was working on it graduated this past summer.  She has asked some faculty from Communication studies to give commentary as to why the scores are a 4 or a 2 and so forth for each of the categories so it can be explained with the scoring.

Global Citizenship and Speaking Across the Curriculum, are two of the Gen Ed goals that pop up the least in the major objective plan.  Writing and Critical Thinking are more poplar goals in the Gen Ed goals to show up in the Major.  Speaking and thinking objectively or effectively doesn’t show up as much.  Communications studies doesn’t have speaking as one of their objectives and these issues need to be looked at.  
Global Citizenship
What kind of Global activities and objectives are out there for Gen Ed courses? This was a question Dr. Sanders asked to 200 faculty members on-line in the spring.  She only got 65 responses back because the CATS server crashed for a few days and they lost some of the surveys.  The people who did respond wrote long responses and she should have the responses for the next Global Citizenship meeting.  The survey data did look very good.  People have listed a lot of different ways they are assessing Global Citizenship. 
Provost’s Assessment Awards
Dr. Burns reported the Provost’s Assessment Awards only happen in the fall of the year and the applications are due to Dr. Sander’s by October 7.  Dr. Sanders will collect the nominations and forward them on to Dr. Burns.
Writing Assessment Committee
Dr. Markelis reported WAC met 5 times last year to discuss the assessment of the Electronic Writing Portfolio’s.  The first WAC meeting this year is September 16 at 1:00 p.m. in the English Department Conference room.
Old Business
Review of the Annual Report, submitted May 2005 
Dr. Burns discussed the 2005 – 2006 Goals that were submitted in the Annual May 2005 report.

· Continue to explore ways to further the dissemination and utilization of assessment results.
· Continue to partner with the Graduate School to create a vital assessment plan at the graduate level.  

Dr. Augustine is working on this.
· Train readers to assess a sample of the completed Electronic Writing Portfolios.  

CASA has an EWP reading/training set for September 29-30, 2005.
· Analyze faculty global Citizenship survey data and make recommendations to CASL and CAA.

Dr. Sanders mentioned the Global Citizenship Committee will be working on this this semester.

Review of the Annual Report, Continued

· Analyze assessment data, share results, and offer faculty ways in which to use the data. for the improvement of student learning.



This is an on going list throughout the year for everyone to share information but now we need to utilize that information.

· Address faculty NCA recommendations of NCA final report.



Some of these are already in the works.
· Explore ways to further the utilization of the assessment results.  

· Facilitate Speaking Across the Curriculum on-line training.


A lot of this work will be done in the subcommittees.

· Revise the plan for Assessment.  It has not been updated since 2002.

Graduate Assessment Report

Dr. Burns reported the Graduate Assessment Report with Dr. Augustine’s policy change will be added at the graduate level.
Director of CASA’s Report
Dr. Sanders mentioned that AAHE is no longer an organization and asked if CASL wanted to do an Assessment forum in the spring?  Discussion ensued as to speakers and the kind of topics that might be offered. 

The writing and speaking data report is on the website if you would like to look at the data. Still working on the alumni data.  The Quantitative Report will go to Julia Abell today and we are still working on the Qualitative report.  The Global Citizenship Surveys are up and running as of today.  We wait until after the 10 day rosters because students are adding and dropping and we also get the most current list of students by waiting.
Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 12:03 p.m.                   Kimberly K. Sweeney, Recording Secretary
Next Meeting:  September 20

