Committee for Assessment of Student Learning

Minutes

April 5, 2005

Call to Order

The April 5, 2005 meeting of the Committee for Assessment of Student Learning was called to order at 12:30 p.m. by Chairperson Melanie Burns in the Booth Library Conference Room 4440. 
Members present:  Mr. Steve Barker, Dr. Melanie Burns (Chair), Dr. Cari Brito,

Dr. Rigoberto Chinchilla, Dr. Debra Hopgood, Dr. Daiva Markelis,

Dr. Karla Sanders, and Dr. James Tidwell

Members Absent:
Dr. Mary Herrington-Perry, Dr. Christy Hooser, and Dr. Rebecca Throneburg

Approval of Minutes

The Minutes for the March 1, 2005 meeting were approved as published.

Announcements

The review draft of the Assessment Report will be sent via email for everyone to respond to at the April 19 meeting.

Subcommittee Reports

CAA Report
Dr. Tidwell reported the Gen Ed report is done and out.  Departments need to make recommendations to changes and the council will make decisions in November that will become effective Fall 2006.  CAA discussed the possiblilites of an online training module for online instructors to complete.

Criticial Thinking
Dr. Hopgood disseminated a handout entitled, “Report on the Meetings with Administrative Councils.”  Drs. Burns and Hopgood attended the Administrative Councils meetings on March 9, 10, and March 23.  The purpose of these meetings was to gather information on how departments are using the results of the Watson Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal (WGCTA) and to discuss their ideas and suggestions for the assessment of critical thinking at EIU.  Discussion of these meetings then ensued.

Graduate Assessment
Dr. Burns reported that she met with Dr. Sanders and Eric Hake. 
A brief analysis of the latest graduate assessment plans reveals that many of the graduate programs currently include objectives related the depth of content knowledge, research/creative activity, and critical thinking and problem solving.  Although not formally tabulated, a small percentage of programs included more than one objective per learning goals.

A Change to CASL ByLaws

Dr. Brito will be going on sabatical in the fall of 2005.  There were some questions as to whom would fill her vacancy while she was away since the bylaws do not state what is to take place. After much discussion it was decided to amend the bylaws to cover this event.

The proposed addition would read:

If a member will be off campus for an extended period of time (i.e. medical leave, sabatical) he/she in consultation with his/her appointing agent will need to appoint a faculty member within their represented area to serve during the designated time.

Dr. Sanders moved to approve the bylaw as amended.  Dr. Chinchilla seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

CASL Membership

The chairs of CAA and CGS will serve as de facto members of CASL.

Director of CASA’s Report

Dr. Sanders reported the Global Citizenship Survey is up and running for the rest of the semester and data will be shared and discussed at our first meeting in the fall.  She said there is nothing to report from SAC at this time.

Dr. Sanders disseminated a draft of the EWP submission form.  Discussion followed and changes were made.

Assessment Update

Dr. Sanders disseminated an evaluation of the assessment forum with Susan Wolcott; overall most people who attended enjoyed the workshop. Unfortuneately, no one volunteered any suggestions for future workshops.

Adjourn

1:42 p.m.




Kimberly K. Sweeney, Recording Secretary

Future Meetings:
April 28
12:30 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. in the Sullivan Room, MLK, Jr., Union
