Committee for Assessment of Student Learning

Minutes

February 1, 2005
Call to Order

The February 1, 2005 meeting of the Committee for Assessment of Student Learning was called to order at 12:30 p.m. by Chairperson Melanie Burns in the Booth Library Conference Room 4700.
Members present:  Mr. Steve Barker, Dr. Melanie Burns (Chair), Dr. Cari Brito, 
Dr. Rigoberto Chinchilla, Dr. Mary Herrington-Perry, Dr. Debra Hopgood, Dr. Daiva Markelis, Dr. Karla Sanders, and Ms. Rebecca Throneburg
Members Absent:
Dr. Christy Hooser and Dr. James Tidwell
Approval of Minutes

The Minutes for the January 18, 2005 meeting were approved as published.
Announcements
New student representative

Dr. Burns introduced Mr. Steve Barker as the new student representative on CASL.  Mr. Barker comes from the Center of Academic Support and Achievement.

Dr. Burns will represent CASL on the Title II Institutional Planning Grant committee. 
Subcommittee Reports

CAA Report

There was no report since Dr. Tidwell was absent.
Critical Thinking

Dr. Hopgood received a letter from Dr. Kaye Woodward, Director of the BOT program, who requested CASL consider to allowing her department to use the Watson-Glaser as a pre- and post-test for two of the BOT classes:  EDF 2985 and a senior capstone that is still in devlopment.  Some discussion followed and it was felt that another form of assessment should be used because of the practice effect and the unpredicatable amount of time between students taking these courses.
Global Citizenship

Dr. Sanders reported the committee will meet February 2 and Dr. Lilian Barria from Political Science will be joining the subcommitte.
Speaking Across the Curriculum

Dr. Sanders reported the committee has not met, but she talked to Mike Hoadley about the on-line anchoring and the target date is August.  She also reported the subcommittee will be sending out emails to faculty alerting them to development sources on the assessment website.
Writing Across the Curriculum

Dr. Markelis announced her committee met last week and distributed the EWP CD’s and evaluation worksheets.  Two members have already completed them.  They discussed that the  biggest issue for students in regards to the EWP is not being able to submit a paper from their majors because it may not have a writing intensive course available.  The committee is working on a memo to CAA to propose a wider range of course offerings and to allow for papers that are good enough to be signed by instructors outside of the writing intensive courses to be submitted. CASL discussed several EWP issues.
Director of CASA’s Report

Assessment Forum update

Dr. Sanders announced that Susan Wolcott will be speaking Tuesday, February 22, 2005 in the Charleston-Mattoon Room of the MLK Union.  Right now twenty people have registered for the forum.  Some CASL members will be taking Dr. Wolcott to E.L. Krackers for lunch from noon to 1:00 p.m.  Dr. Sanders asked CASL members to alert CASA if they were coming to the workshop and/or lunch.
EWP working session update

Dr. Sanders reported there were 2,667 EWP holds put on in January which is double from this time last year.

Mr. Barker mentioned the main problem with the EWP holds is the students aren’t aware they need to have their EWP’s done or which ones.
Dr. Sanders announced that she would like to have the EWP CD’s and forms back one week from today.  This will give her time to have the data compiled and ready for the next CASL meeting.  
It was decided that 3 years worth of data would need to be collected before revising the EWP, if it needed to be changed.  Dr. Sanders noted that CASL needs to determine if the data collected is answering the question of how effective Eastern students are writing.
Graduate Assessment
Dr. Burns reported she and Eric Hake,representatives for CGS to work on Graduate Assessment, and Dr. Sanders will meet on February 10.  They may not have anything to report on February 15 but will definitely have something to report on March 1.
NCA Site Team
Dr. Herrington-Perry reminded the committee that the NCA Site Team would be on campus February 14-16.  Drs. Herrington-Perry, Burns, and Sanders will meet with members of the team.
Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 1:20 p.m.


Kimberly K. Sweeney, Recording Secretary
Future Meetings:
Feb. 15
12:30 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. in Shelbyville Room of MLK, Union

March 1
12:30 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. in Booth Library, Room 4440

April 5, 19
12:30 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. in Booth Library, Room 4440

May 3
12:30 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. in Booth Library, Room 4440
cc:   
Faculty Senate


CAA


http://www.eiu.edu/~assess
