Student Learning Assessment Program

Response to Summary Form

Undergraduate Programs 2007
Department:  Military Science, MSI, MSII, MSIII, MSIV
	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 2, ROTC Military Science


	The objectives given here for MSII are not written as objectives but rather as a list of modules or an explanation of that year’s program.  Objectives should describe student behaviors, be measurable and programmatic.  The objectives listed for MSI, MSIII and MSIV are more along the lines of objectives.  MSII are really program goals.  You want to increase your students’ leadership skills at this level, so you can write objectives that state simply that you want them to display solid leadership skills, communicate effectively through written and verbal expression, etc.  All objectives are written in strong active verbs for MS I, III, and IV, but not for II, which is curious.

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 2-3, ROTC Military Science


	There are good direct measures here and the one-on-one sessions with students do indeed provide a unique measure of student learning and feedback.  While the measures given are direct and multiple, it is not always clear what those measures are in respect to the specific learning objectives.  For example, what instrument is used to evaluate oral presentations?  Do you have a rubric that helps you compare data over time?  You mention the writing program, but it is not clear what kinds of assignments are assessed in what way.  The one-on-one interviews also provide indirect data.  There is a wealth of direct data here, which is especially impressive for a program that can only offer a minor. Measures do indeed focus on real world tasks. 

	Expectations
	Level 2, ROTC Military Science


	Expectations have been established for each cadet year, but they should also coincide with the actual measures themselves.  What does it mean to meet or exceed expectations?  While it is understandable that you want to set gpa standards for your students, grades should be used for assessment only so far as they tell how many students knew certain information—as in using specific test scores.

	Results
	Level 2, ROTC Military Science
	Several results columns mention students enrolling in Fall 2006, which of course, has already passed, so do these columns include the data for AY07 or AY06?  Results should speak directly to each objective beyond course enrollment, so there should be data for each objective listed for each year.

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 2-3, ROTC Military Science


	Feedback loop includes external entity, Cadet Command, which indicates that results are processed and used by Eastern and the external agency.  By the way, I do appreciate the fact that this program is executing a curriculum that is driven by the Dept. of the Army rather than the local MSC faculty, and given that, the changes that can be made are being addressed at the course and student level. 


* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist for the Primary Traits listed for each level on the assessment web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.eiu.edu/~assess" ��www.eiu.edu/~assess�. 





