Student Learning Assessment Program

Response to Summary Form

Graduate Program 2011
Department:  Mathematics and Computer Science
	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 2, M.A., Mathematics TC option
	Objectives are clear and measurable.  The CGS goals of depth of knowledge, research, and writing skills are clearly evident in this plan.  Critical thinking is not directly stated but may be embedded in objective 1 or 2.

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 2, M.A., Mathematics TC option
	The implementation of rubrics applied to particular coursework and an exit survey helps to flesh out the course grades that have provided the bulk of the assessment in this program in past iterations of this report.  The new curricular changes may also open opportunities to gather data from your students as well.  Graduate students are often better sources of their own learning than undergraduates because many are returning to school in order to effect career moves and they have specific needs—as you identify in Part II.      

	Expectations
	Level 2, M.A., Mathematics TC option
	You refer to the attachment, Guidelines for Independent Study,  but that attachment was not provided.  Please include with next year’s plan.  You have a remediation plan, which is good.  This section remains somewhat limited to grades, which have their own limitations as mentioned in previous responses.  The narrative descriptions of what you seek in learning outcomes is more specific, however.  As you develop rubrics, please include with your plans to help clarify expectations.  You will also want to set expectations for your exit survey after it is developed.

	Results
	Level 2, M.A., Mathematics TC option
	Results are being collected, and deficiencies are sought in the candidates’ knowledge.

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 2, M.A., Mathematics TC option
	I am glad that the NCATE visit went well.  How does the department use the data collected and share results?  This column seems to focus on who does the assessment, but the entire loop is not clear.


* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist for the Primary Traits listed for each level on the assessment web site at www.eiu.edu/~assess.





