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PART ONE

	What are the learning objectives?
	How, where, and when are they assessed? 
	What are the expectations?
	What are the results?
	Committee/ person responsible?  How are results shared?

	1. Students will be able to communicate mathematics in both oral and written formats.
	Evaluation of a selection of assignments in MAT 2800 (written)
	Competent (>3)

4)Highly Competent; 3)Competent; 2)Minimally Competent; 1)Not Competent
	2.1

Represents 42 students, some of whom were re-takes
	Selections  collected by the instructor(s) and submitted to the assessment committee for evaluation.

	
	Option I and Option II student  presentations in the mathematics seminar course (MAT 3800)

(oral)
	Competent(>3) 
	3.3

Represents 10 students
	Evaluations submitted by instructor to the department chair and the assessment committee.

	
	Teacher Certification Option student micro-teaching in the Secondary Methods course (MAT 3400) 

(oral/written)
	Competent (>3) for both 
	3.6

Represents 15 students
	Evaluations submitted by the instructor(s) to the department chair and the assessment committee.

	2. Students in the Teacher Certification Option will demonsrate mastery of mathematical content and teaching methods necessary to become a successful secondary school mathematics teacher.
	ISBE Mathematics Area Content Test
	All majors pass the test on their first or second attempt
	24 majors took the test in this period: 21 passed on the first try; 1 on the second; 1 on the third; 1 on the fourth.
	Test results are collected by the chair and communicated to the assessment committee and the Secondary Education Coordinator. 

	
	Student teaching assignment after all other graduation requirements are completed.
	All majors accepted for student teaching complete their assignment with a satisfactory recommendation from the cooperating teacher.
	18 of 18 students who started student teaching completed the assignment with positive evaluations.  
	Chair monitors grades in student teaching assignment and recommendations from cooperating teachers.



	3. Students in Option I and Option II 1 will demonstrate an understanding of  fundamental principles at an advanced level in selected areas of mathematics.
	Evaluation of a selection of  assignments from at least two of  MAT   4750, 4760, 4780, 4830, 4855,  4860
	Competent (>3)


	3.0


	Instructors submit samples to the assessment committee for random selection and evaluation.

	4. Students in the Teacher Certification Option will acquire the skills necessarry to begin a career in secondary education.
	Successful employment as a high school mathematics teacher. Survey of graduates in May of each year.
	90% of students completing the degree with certification and seeking a high school teaching job will attain an appropriate position.
	13 of the 15 who responded had teaching positions; 2 did not respond. Employment rate is then at worst 13/17 or 76% and at best 15/17 or 88%.
	Survey sent out by Chair who receives responses and passes them to the assessment committee

	5. Students in Option I and Option II will acquire the skills necessary to pursue the career of their choice or further education.
	Survey of each year's graduates each June.
	At least 80% of students are successful in their employment or higher eduction search.
	Four option I graduates:  1  in graduate school, one satisfactorily employed,  1 employed temporarily in an un-related job, 1 no-response.  Three  option II graduates:  1 in graduate school, 1 satisfactorily employed, 1 no-response.
	Survey sent out by Chair who receives responses and passes them to the assessment committee.


PART TWO

Describe what your program’s assessment accomplishments since your last report was submitted.  Discuss ways in which you have responded to the CASA Director’s comments on last year’s report or simply describe what assessment work was initiated, continued, or completed.

The department continues to monitor performance in its upper-level major courses based on work done in classes --- grades, sample problem sets, class presentations etc.  We are working on changing our placement system in lower level courses for the major.  In the process, we piloted using the placement instrument for MAT 1441 as an exit assessment for the prerequisite course, MAT 1400.  The results were quite consistent (those getting C or better as a grade in 1400 almost all met or exceeded the proposed entrance standard for 1441 and those getting a D or F in 1400 all failed to meet the standard) so we will expand this practice as we further evaluate our placement cut-offs and may consider using such a uniform, external assessment instrument in the beginning major sequence and possibly for non-major service courses.

As a result of the NCATE review, we have begun to assemble more data on our Teacher Certification majors.  This will be reflected in next year's report.

PART THREE

Summarize changes and improvements in curriculum, instruction, and learning that have resulted from the implementation of your assessment program.  How have you used the data?  What have you learned?  In light of what you have learned through your assessment efforts this year and in past years, what are your plans for the future? 

Other than post-degree job placement (certainly affected by the current economy), the place where we fall short of our goals is in  MAT 2800.  We still think we should strive for at least an average of “competent” performance in this course, but we realize it is the gateway to the major.  We want to entice students through but make sure our quality remains high.  The results of our assessment has led us to a further examination of the curriculum for this course, to a new textbook, and to a broader cooperation among the faculty regularly teaching the course.

Although we have had a few students fail the content area test (for teacher certification) all students who attempted the test during this period eventually passed.  We are instituting a system for faculty to identify students who seem at risk either academically or dispositionally (for Teacher Certification Option majors) to avoid late changes in major or lack of success in student teaching.

