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PART ONE

	What are the learning objectives?
	How, where, and when are they assessed? 
	What are the expectations?
	What are the results?
	Committee/ person responsible?  How are results shared?

	1. Students will develop and demonstrate critical thinking and problem solving skills through an understanding of advanced mathematical ideas.
	Completion of required mathematics coursework. 


	Coursework will be completed with a grade of at least a B.
	100% of students have passed coursework at the required level.
	Graduate mathematics faculty assigned to teach specific courses. 

Graduate coordinator collects and compiles the data.

	2. Students will explore, practice, discuss, refine, apply, and reflect on ethics, technology use, new ideas, techniques and practices related to mathematics education. 
	Completion of required education and mathematics education coursework.
	Coursework will be completed with a grade of at least a B.
	100% of students have passed coursework at the required level.
	Graduate mathematics education faculty assigned to teach specific courses. 

Graduate coordinator collects and compiles the data.

	3. Students will demonstrate critical thinking through a synthesis of ideas in the fields of mathematics and mathematics education. 
	Completion of a literature review in the field (MAT 5410) and completion of a required an independent study/thesis.
	Literature review will compile appropriate and relevant research in the field. Independent study/thesis will appropriately incorporate both mathematical and mathematics education ideas. 
	100% of students have generated appropriate literature reviews since this requirement was implemented in summer 2004. 100% of students have completed approved independent studies/theses.
	Graduate mathematics education faculty assigned to teach MAT 5410. Graduate committee approves independent studies/theses.

Graduate coordinator collects and compiles the data.

	4. Students will demonstrate effective oral and written skills as well as a knowledge of ethics in the field through class projects and through reviewing and conducting research in the field of mathematics education.
	Completion and presentation of at least one of the following: projects, literature review (MAT 5410), or independent study/thesis to peers.
	All projects that are candidates for presentations will be completed with a grade of at least a B. At least one will be presented to peers.
	100% of students have completed all three presentation project categories at the required level (the literature review has been required since summer 2004).

100% of students have presented at least one of the required presentations.
	Graduate mathematics education faculty assigned to teach MAT 5410.  This person also coordinates presentation of literature review.

Graduate faculty assigned to course required coursework.

Graduate committee approves independent studies/theses.

Graduate coordinator coordinates presentations. 


PART TWO

Describe what your program’s assessment accomplishments since your last report was submitted.  Discuss ways in which you have responded to the CASA Director’s comments on last year’s report or simply describe what assessment work was initiated, continued, or completed.

The department has just revised its assessment plans.  The program for secondary mathematics education is our oldest graduate program and those for elementary and middle level mathematics education have completed only two summers and graduated its first two students this academic year.  Results show students are progressing well through the program. 

We plan to develop an exit survey and a 5-year survey to be implemented AY 2006-2007.  We also plan to develop rubrics for evaluating projects and literature reviews to maintain uniformity of asssessment from year to year.

PART THREE

Summarize changes and improvements in curriculum, instruction, and learning that have resulted from the implementation of your assessment program.  How have you used the data?  What have you learned?  In light of what you have learned through your assessment efforts this year and in past years, what are your plans for the future? 

Since most students choose to complete the independent study option, we realized that students were not necessarily becoming familiar with what it meant to do research in mathematics education. To correct this situation, initiation of a new course MAT 5410 was the result of realizing that student were not being held accountable for conducting and reviewing research in mathematics education. This course provides a basis for having students become familiar with research and ethics associated with the field. 

The mathematics education option has traditionally been a secondary-focused program. After compiling the expectations and requirements for the program, we realized that an elementary/middle level track was needed. While the expectations are the same, we have been able to design coursework and experiences appropriate for this new student base.

Greater coordination among mathematics and mathematics education faculty has been achieved. This was implemented in order to give students a more uniform experience, as well as encourage the use of projects and presentations throughout all the required mathematics and mathematics education coursework.

