Student Learning Assessment Program

Response to Summary Form

Graduate Program 2010
Department:  Interdisciplinary
	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 3, M.S. in Natural Sciences
	Objectives are clear, programmatic, and measurable.  Nice job incorporating all the graduate program goals into your program objectives.  Good specificity here.  Objective 5 may be incorporated into the other objectives.  The evaluation instrument asks about the program’s improvement of the students’ teaching among other things, so perhaps the actual learning outcome is related to teaching rather than an evaluation of the program.

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 3, M.S. in Natural Sciences
	The program has done a good job of identifying where assessment will take place.  You may find that you will want to narrow this down to specific assignments for objective one, and it may not be necessary to gather data for all assignments in SCI 5000 and 5002.  The use of rubrics applied to coursework, an exit survey, and the oral comprehensive exam provide both direct and indirect measures across your program, so that makes it a solid plan.  Rubrics have been developed to assess the oral comprehensivve exam, the SCI 5004 special project, term papers, and oral presentations, so that is a very good way to track progress over time, and to give the students feedback on their work.  I like that the scale for each rubric is the same, so the faculty and students can learn one likert scale for each instrument.  You have “very good” for 3 on three of the rubrics and “good” on the SCI 5005.  Was that an intentional difference?  If not, you may want to make that small change.   Some of your annual survey questions relate to objectives 1-4, so you may want to include that here and in the expectations sections of those objectives as well.

	Expectations
	Level 3 , M.S. in Natural Sciences
	The connections to the scoring rubrics in this section of the plan clearly delineate the expectations of the program and should be easily understood by faculty, students, and other stakeholders.

	Results
	Level 2-3, M.S. in Natural Sciences
	Data are being collected and used for the improvement of the program.  More analysis about what the data tells you about the program would make the plan even more robust—especially when you have several years of data with the new instruments.

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 3, M.S. in Natural Sciences
	The feedback loop appears to be in place with data shared among the various departments that offer courses for this program.


Good progress was made this year!
* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist for the Primary Traits listed for each level.





