Student Learning Assessment Program

Response to Summary Form

Graduate Program 2009
Department:  Interdisciplinary
	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 3, M.S. in Natural Sciences
	Objectives are clear, programmatic, and measurable.  Nice job incorporating graduate programs goals into your program objectives.  The only one that I didn’t see mentioned was the written communication.

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 2-3, M.S. in Natural Sciences
	The program has done a good job of identifying where assessment will take place.  You may find that you will want to narrow this down to specific assignments for objective one, and it may not be necessary to gather data for all assignments in SCI 5000 and 5002.  The use of rubrics applied to coursework, an exit survey, and the oral comprehensive exam provide both direct and indirect measures across your program, so that makes is a solid plan.  You may want to stipulate which objectives are assessed through your exit survey.

	Expectations
	Level 2 , M.S. in Natural Sciences
	These expectations are more specific and related to objectives than those offered in previous iterations of this plan.  As the plan evolves, you will want to establish expectations for your exit survey as well.

	Results
	Level 2, M.S. in Natural Sciences
	The changes made and planned for the program are based on feedback from students, so assessment data are being used to improve the program and to supply the returning teachers who are attracted to this program with the educational opportunities they seek.  Very good progress since the last report!

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 3, M.S. in Natural Sciences
	The feedback loop appears to be in place with data shared among the various departments that offer courses for this program.


* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist for the Primary Traits listed for each level.





