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PART ONE

	What are the learning objectives?
	How, where, and when are they assessed? 
	What are the expectations?
	What are the results?
	Committee/ person responsible?  How are results shared?

	1. Students will demonstrate critical thinking skills to enhance their professional development as  middle school and high school science teachers.  
	Project presentations, debates, and term papers in MS Natural Sciences core courses (SCI 5000 – Issues and Ethics for Natural Science Teachers and SCI 5002 – History of Science for Natural Science Teachers) during Summer Term.
	90% of students will perform at the superior or very good level on each of the elements on the scoring rubrics designed for the core courses (attached).
	100% of students performed at the superior or very good level on each of the elements on the scoring rubric during Summer Term 2008. 
	Graduate faculty who teach core classes in the MSNS program; MSNS coordinator.  

MSNS coordinator will tabulate data and share it with the MSNS Advisory Committee and the Departments of Biological Sciences, Chemistry, Geology/Geography, and Physics.

	2. Students will demonstrate the ability to develop and conduct an original research project in science or science education using scientific principles and methods and interpret their results in terms of current theories in science or science education.
	Students will prepare an original research proposal in SCI 5004 (Special Projects for Natural Science Teachers) based on a science education project to be conducted in a middle school of high school science classroom or a thesis project proposal.   
Science education projects are evaluated Fall or Spring Semester prior to the last summer of study 
Thesis project proposals are evaluated Fall or Spring Semester prior to the second summer of study.
	90% of students will perform at the superior or very good level on each of the elements on the scoring rubric developed for SCI 5004 (attached).

90% of students will submit proposals that are approved as graduate level research projects. 
	12/12 (100%) of research proposals were evaluated and approved in SCI 5004.  

3/3 (100%) of thesis project proposals were approved .      

15 students conducted research projects, accumulated data and will present seminars during Summer Term 2009.

    
	Science education project proposals are evaluated by the MSNS coordinator.

Thesis proposals are approved by the thesis advisor and graduate student committee.  

MSNS coordinator will tabulate data and share it with the MSNS Advisory Committee and the Departments of Biological Sciences, Chemistry, Geology/Geography, and Physics. 

	3. Students will demonstrate appropriate oral presentation skills in conjunction with current and innovative practices in science and science education.
	Students will present an oral seminar in SCI 5005 (Seminar for Natural Sciences Teachers) detailing the results of their thesis or special project research during their third summer in the program.

	90% of students will perform at the superior or very good level on each of the elements on the scoring rubric designed for SCI 5005 (attached).
	100% of the students performed at the superior or very good level on each of the elements in the scoring rubric during Summer 2008.
	MSN S coordinator, thesis advisor, and graduate student committee.  

MSNS coordinator will tabulate data and share it with the MSNS Advisory Committee and the Departments of Biological Sciences, Chemistry, Geology/Geography, and Physics.

	4.  Students will demonstrate critical thinking skills and content knowledge by successfully completing an oral comprehensive examination in their area of teaching concentration.  
	The MS Natural Sciences capstone experience includes an oral comprehensive examination of content knowledge in an area of teaching concentration administered during the students third summer in the program

	90% of graduate students will  pass the oral comprehensive examination on the first attempt.
	During Summer 2008, 10/10 (100%) of MS Natural Sciences  students passed their oral  comprehensive examination on the first attempt
	MSNS coordinator, thesis advisor, and graduate student committee.  

MSNS coordinator will tabulate data and share it with the MSNS Advisory Committee and the Departments of Biological Sciences, Chemistry, Geology/Geography, and Physics


PART TWO

Describe what your program’s assessment accomplishments since your last report was submitted.  Discuss ways in which you have responded to the CASA Director’s comments on last year’s report or simply describe what assessment work was initiated, continued, or completed.

The MS Natural Sciences Coordinator developed new scoring rubrics for Objectives 1, 2, and 3.  The MS Natural Sciences Coordinator also revised the annual survey for all students in the program.  Surveys were administered in SCI 5005 at the end of the last class period of Summer Term.  31students completed the annual survey (attached) in Summer Term 2008 (100% of cohort).  The curriculum is clearly meeting the needs of the MS Natural Sciences students who found the courses helpful in improving their classroom teaching in the high schools and middle schools.  The MS Natural Sciences students also found that the curriculum helped enhance their writing, critical thinking and problem solving, and presentation skills and contributed to their continuing development as high school and middle teachers.  Finally, the MS Natural Sciences students reported that computer access, laboratory equipment, space for research and work in the department, and library resources were adequate to meet their needs.
The MS Natural Sciences coordinator made a concerted effort to advise and mentor all students enrolled in the MS Natural Sciences program and held separate meetings with first and second year students to discuss expectations and program requirements and answer all questions regarding the program.
The MS Natural Sciences program continues to attract new students as a result of personal communication between students in the program and their colleagues teaching in high schools and middle schools throughout Illinois as well as recruiting efforts by the MS Natural Sciences program coordinator. External recruiting took place at the annual Illinois Science Teachers Association Conference (Peoria, November 2008) and the annual National Science Teachers Association Conference (New Orleans, April 2009).   Due to the limited success of recruitment at the annual NSTA meeting, recruitment in the future will be limited to the ISTA conference, mailings to all high schools and middle schools in Illinois, and word of mouth from current students.

PART THREE
Summarize changes and improvements in curriculum, instruction, and learning that have resulted from the implementation of your assessment program.  How have you used the data?  What have you learned?  In light of what you have learned through your assessment efforts this year and in past years, what are your plans for the future?  
The MS Natural Sciences continues to attract an increasing number of middle school teachers.  As a result, the MS Natural Sciences Advisory Committee will propose the addition of a General Science concentration in Fall Semester 2009 to accommodate these students.  Since these students typically took  a more limited number of science courses in the major as undergraduates, a concentration which allows them to take courses in Biological Sciences, Chemistry, Earth Sciences or Physics rather than a concentration in Biological or Physical Sciences is more appropriate for their professional development as middle school science teachers.
Currently there are at least three different formats being utilized for the Comprehensive Examination depending on the student’s concentration and graduate committee composition.  As a result, the MS Natural Sciences Advisory Committee will propose a uniform Comprehensive Examination that requires students to research a topic in their area of concentration, give an oral presentation to their examination committee, and answer oral questions to demonstrate content knowledge during Fall Semester 2009.
The MS Natural Sciences program provides Eastern Illinois University with front line ambassadors who are in contact with potential Eastern Illinois University undergraduates (middle school and high school students) and graduate students (compatriot teachers) who are looking for universities to begin and complete a rigorous undergraduate or graduate program of study.  

Please complete a separate worksheet for each academic program (major, minor) at each level (undergraduate, graduate) in your department.  Worksheets are due to CASA this year by June 15, 2009.  Worksheets should be sent electronically to � HYPERLINK "mailto:kjsanders@eiu.edu" ��kjsanders@eiu.edu� and should also be submitted to your college dean.  For information about assessment or help with your assessment plans, visit the Assessment webpage at � HYPERLINK "http://www.eiu.edu/~assess/" ��http://www.eiu.edu/~assess/� or contact Karla Sanders in CASA at 581-6056.	
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