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Introduction

The Geography Program’s Student Learning Assessment Plan serves as an overall measure of the effectiveness of the curriculum that provides students with a well-rounded background in geographic knowledge and analytical skills.  The Geography program curriculum committee has developed a sequence of required and elective courses that will present students with a broad background of geographic knowledge and technical skills.  These skills will serve as a strong foundation for graduate school or a career as a professional geographer.  We have modified and adapted the “National Geography Standards” (established in 1994  by practicing geographic educators, the Association of American Geographers and the National Council on Geographic Education) to assess the major program, based on the unique interests and backgrounds of the EIU geography faculty.

Geography Program Mission Statement

The mission of the Geology/Geography Department is to assist students in preparing for successful careers or graduate education in Geography and cognate disciplines.   The Department expects the successful Geography graduate to recognize, understand and be able to analyze spatial processes.  To assist students in reaching their goals, the Department will maintain a competitive curriculum, qualified faculty, an environment conducive to learning, and community and alumni relationships which foster scholarship, enhanced teaching and learning experiences, and service to the region.  The Department actively encourages and supports undergraduate inquiry through independent or one-on-one research with faculty members.  The Department provides funding to encourage students to participate in professional experiences.

Goals and Objectives of Geography Learning Assessment

The Department of Geology and Geography expects each geography graduate to acquire a set of comprehensive geographic principles and expertise including the ability to skillfully present information in written and oral forms.  In addition, graduates of geography are expected to be able to carry out independent research of a geographic topic.  The department, hence, requires geography majors to take a series of courses throughout their four year program, incorporating the following essential elements of geography, as summarized from the “National Geography Standards, 1994”:

Goal 1
Students will develop an expertise in using and creating maps, databases and other geographic tools to present physical and human characteristics, and organize and analyze information in a spatial context.

Objective 1.1
uses and creates maps to interpret physical and human characteristics such as scale, distance, climate, soils, resource distribution, and other spatial information in determining geographic patterns;

Objective 1.2
analyzes geographic data and presents them in charts, graphs, tables, and other forms.

Goal 2
Students will gain an understanding of the complex and diverse human, physical, and environmental characteristics that provide the basic concepts of places and regions.

Objective 2.1
understand and apply geographic themes and attributes to develop concepts of places and regions; 

Objective 2.2
develop criteria needed to form regions and be able to explain why physical, human, and environmental regions are essential;

Objective 2.3
be able to determine how physical, human, and environmental landforms evolve and how they are important. 

Goal 3
Students will acquire a comprehensive understanding of the physical processes that lead to the formation of unique patterns and shapes on the surface of the earth.   Moreover, they will develop an appreciation of how physical environments affect human systems and how human actions modify the physical environment.

Objective 3.1
identify and demonstrate how physical attributes of a landform determine the human activities of a region;


Objective 3.2
identify and demonstrate how the human activity within a region modifies the physical properties of the region and the significance of the modification to the overall environment;

Objective 3.3
understands the dynamic nature of the physical and human processes of the earth.

Goal 4
Students will develop understanding of spatial patterns and distribution of ecosystems, population, cultural mosaics, human settlement, and economic interdependence, along with an understanding of how global production, usage, and distribution of resources are vital to humanity.

Objective 4.1
to understand and interpret geographic patterns of population, culture, religion, and their interrelationships from a broad perspective;

Objective 4.2
have an awareness of how certain economic resources and their spatial distribution is vital in the global community;

Objective 4.3
demonstrate the interdependences between regions and communities in terms of resources.

Goal 5
Students will apply geographic knowledge to interpret the past, present, and future of physical, human, and environmental patterns.

Objective 5.1
to understand how to apply geographic knowledge to interpret and synthesize the past;

Objective 5.2
to understand how to apply geographic knowledge to interpret and synthesize the present, and make forecasts for the future.

Methods of Assessment

At this point in time the Geography Program does not have any one single “capstone course” in its curriculum; rather, we use a series of strong basic core courses and require all majors to concentrate in one of three areas, Environmental Studies, Geographic Techniques/Spatial Analysis, or General Geography.  The assessment methods and measures used will take this into consideration.

1. Introductory (1000 level) core courses are also used by the general student population as part of the University General Education requirements.  We will have each student in the introductory courses take a “pre” test covering selected items we consider to be essential knowledge in ESC 1400G, GEG 1100G and GEG1200G.  The “pre” test will be given in the first week of classes.  The test will be given a second time as a “post” test, distributed during the last weeks of the class.  Comparison of the results of the “pre” and “post” tests will allow geography faculty to assess whether our introductory curriculum is providing a meaningful learning experience in the basics of geography.  Results will be reviewed by those faculty teaching the courses.

2. Each major will be required to compile a Portfolio of their academic work in geography.  The portfolio will serve a dual purpose, primarily as an assessment instrument, but also as tangible example of the student’s academic accomplishments that may be presented to interviewers for internships or career employment.  The portfolio will contain one item from each upper-division core course (five items from the core), two additional items from the student’s chosen Concentration, and one additional item from a Regional course or other systematic course.  These items can be term papers, research projects, field projects from the systematic or regional courses; maps, or quantitative analysis projects.  Portfolios will be reviewed by the entire geography faculty.        

Upper division courses which may be used to demonstrate learning achievement to meet goals and objectives of the Geography Program curriculum are:

Goal 1,  GEG 3800, 3855, 3865, 3875, 3885, 4890

Goal 2,  GEG 3000, 3025, 3050, 3055, 3065, 3650, 3700

Goal 3,  GEG 3200, 3410, 3420, ESC 3010G, 3300, 3550, GEL 3525, 3425, 4335

Goal 4,  GEG 3200, 3600, 3750, 3775, 3780

Goal 5,  GEG 3650, 3700, 3750, 3775, 3780, 3875 

3. Assessment of the educational outcomes of the core courses will include the use of imbedded questions within a final exam, i.e. questions designed specifically to determine if the students are achieving specific programmatic goals outlined above.  

4. An exit survey of majors will be designed to determine the level of satisfaction students had with their undergraduate experience in the Geography Program.  Categories of questions will include satisfaction with their relationship with department personnel, the undergraduate curriculum, the physical facilities in the department, and any research or internship experience in which they may have participated.

5. An alumni survey will be mailed to all graduates, three years after graduation.  This will allow time for the students to work on their careers, interact with peers, determine if the EIU experience provided them with a useful background in geography and help us to further assess potential improvements in the program.

WHO WILL PERFORM THE ASSESSMENTS


With each faculty member involved in the courses that will be used as a basis for the assessment, the Geography Assessment Committee (GAC) will be composed of the entire Geography faculty.  A Chair will be selected to ensure that activities are conducted on time and the Chair of the GAC will maintain the current and historic assessment records.

TIMING OF ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES


At the end of each semester geography faculty that teach ESC1400G, GEG1100G and GEG1200G will assess the “pre” and “post” test results.    Student Portfolios will be delivered to the major’s advisor during the 5th week of the last semester prior to graduation; the portfolio will be reviewed by the Assessment Committee and returned to the student by the 10th week of the semester.  Evaluation of the Imbedded Questions in the upper division course final exams will be evaluated by the faculty responsible for delivering the courses.  The results will be presented to the Chair of the GAC within two weeks after the final exams are graded.  The Exit Surveys of student satisfaction with the program will be given to graduating seniors, by the student’s major advisor, in the 10th week of their last semester of residence. Results will be presented to the Chair of the GAC.  An Alumni Survey will be sent to each graduating senior three years after graduation.  

FORM OF ASSESSMENT DATA



For each category of assessment, a 3 point scale will be used for evaluation:    1 = needs improvement, 2 = satisfactory, 3 = superior.  These data will be compiled, analyzed, summarized and reported on the annual Student Learning Assessment Program summary form.

EVALUATION OF DATA FOR PROGRAM IMPROVEMENT OR CURRICULUM REVISION


The Geography Program Assessment Committee will meet as a group after the close of each academic year, to evaluate student performance in relation to the Geography Program’s learning goals and objectives.  The committee, by quantitative and qualitative means, will identify significant strengths and weaknesses evident in the curriculum.  Attention will be paid to national trends within the discipline and employment requirements.  Individual courses and/or program curriculum would be modified if necessary; and/or the goals and objectives could be modified to meet the needs of changing trends.

