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	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 3, B.S. Geology

	The goals and objectives given show a good blend of program-specific learning goals and University-wide undergraduate learning goals.  I like how you have taken critical thinking and communication skills and defined them for your graduates.  All of the undergraduate learning goals have been adopted by this department.  You may want to define the skills you are seeking in objectiev 1 the way that you have outlined the knowledge you want students to attain in objective 2.

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 2, B.S. Geology
	In your proposed exit survey, you will want to make sure that you ask only one question at a time and that the question fits the scale.  In appendix B, you list several “why” addendums that will be hard to answer on your scale.  You may want to ask the “why” questions in separate short answer questions or wait and look at the data and do follow-up focus groups to get at the “why” of the questions.  Let me know if you have other questions or want to discuss the changes you are making to your plan as you go along.  Your portfolio idea is a good one.  You may want to ascertain which assignments will specifically speak to your objectives, so you can give your students’ guidance, and so your faculty reviewers know what to expect.  Are you planning on developing a rubric or evaluation form for this portfolio?  Are you offering the field camp every other year now?  That is fine for assessment purposes, of course, just make that clear as you revise your plan.  The bare bones of your revision look good.  You are seeking direct and indirect measures and multiple ways to assess each objective across the curriculum.  I see that you are using Watson-Glaser data for critical thinking.  If you would want to give that test in a lower level course to show growth, we can help you with that.

	Expectations
	Level 1-2, B.S. Geology
	Your expectations are related more to your indirect measures than the direct ones planned.  This is understandable given that the instruments themselves are in flux.  Think about what it means to you that your “students apply classroom knowledge.”  What does that look like?  Are there levels of achievement?


	Results
	Level 2, B.S. Geology


	I’m sorry to hear that you had issues with data collection this year, but it sounds like you are working to resolve these issues.  More direct data of student learning will be helpful to your program, I think, and your plans sound like you are taking these needs into account.  This coming year CASL will be looking at how programs are assessing integrative learning, so as you assess your student learning, think about the integrative learning that takes place and how we know whether those experiences are working.

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 2, B.S. Geology
	Do you have an annual retreat or specific meetings at which you can share data with your colleagues?  As you flesh out your plan, you will want to include who assesses what, how you anchor the evaluators, and how data come back to the assessment coordinator.  It is clear here that you have a plan for sharing with the faculty as a whole.


* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association/Higher Learning Commission.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist on the assessment web site (� HYPERLINK "http://www.eiu.edu/~assess" ��www.eiu.edu/~assess�) for the Primary Traits listed for each level.





