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Department:  Geology/Geography

	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 3, B.S. Geology

	The organization is much clearer this year than in previous years—thank you!  The goals and objectives given show a good blend of program-specific learning goals and University-wide undergraduate learning goals.  I like how you have taken critical thinking and communication skills and defined them for your graduates.

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 2, B.S. Geology
	I like the movement you are making to assess “mastery over the entire program.”  This should provide data about the entire curriculum and it looks as though you are planning both direct and indirect measures, so it should be a robust plan.  Do you plan to discontinue the data collection from individual courses?

	Expectations
	Level 2, B.S. Geology
	I am glad to hear that the faculty is discussing their assessment plan and coming to some agreement on what they want to see across the program.  The expectations currently are a bit hit and miss in terms of specificity and connection to instruments and results.  In some cases you have quantifiable expectations set and in others it sounds more like an individual faculty member knows it when he/she sees it.  The plan you are talking about for program mastery may solve some of this inconsistency.

	Results
	Level 2, B.S. Geology


	Results are being collected, and you seem to be learning a great deal about student learning in your individual courses.  As you know, it is also important to gather data that addresses the program as a whole, so the plan you are working on should meet that need.  

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 2, B.S. Geology

	This plan makes it clear that results are submitted from each faculty member, so all faculty are involved, which is good.  You also seem to be using assessment results to refine your assessment plan, which is fabulous.  It is good that you plan to keep discussing ways to make the plan as useful as possible.


* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association/Higher Learning Commission.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist on the assessment web site (� HYPERLINK "http://www.eiu.edu/~assess" ��www.eiu.edu/~assess�) for the Primary Traits listed for each level.





