Student Learning Assessment Program

Response to Summary Form

Undergraduate Program 2010
Department:  Geology/Geography

	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 3, B.S. Geography
	Very comprehensive and specific objectives.  The program’s expected learning outcomes are clear and measurable.  None of the undergraduate learning goals have been adopted by this program although global citizenship may be embedded in several of these objectives.  As the faculty continue to work on this plan, please consider adopting some of the undergraduate learning goals.

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 3, B.S. Geography
	This program continues to have an exemplary assessment plan!  The idea of an on-line drop-box to replace your hardcopy portfolios is intriguing.  Danny Harvey in CATS might be helpful if you decide to go the electronic route.  He could probably give you something similar to the EWP for your departmental use.  We had talked about this as phase two of the EWP, so GEG could be our pilot group.  While facebook can be a great way to stay connected to your alums, it may not elicit as many alumni survey responses as you would like; we have had difficulty with response rates for on-line alumni surveys.

	Expectations
	Level 3, B.S. Geography
	Nice description of the 5-point scale used to determine student attainment of learning objectives.  You are doing well to capture data that speaks directly to the objectives established.  The description for 1—“no discernable grasp” is very tactful.

	Results
	Level 3, B.S. Geography
	Results are being collected for the direct measures, and I am glad that the department is finding the information useful.  It is particularly heartening to see how the program is involving the students in the process and making assessment—especially the portfolios—relevant for them.  There is a wealth of information here, and the department appears to be using it to the benefit of the students and the program.   You may find it useful to do a course matrix—if you haven’t already—that indicates which courses address which objectives.  This can be extremely helpful when trying to pinpoint why some students may feel they do not have artifacts that address all the objectives; it may be that through electives they simply did not take the mix of courses that would produce data on all objectives.  As you said, this can be adjusted through advising.

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 3, B.S. Geography
	This program has a model plan in relation to its faculty participation and feedback loop.  Each year I am impressed with the way in which this faculty has embraced assessment and made it a part of the culture of the program, and I am delighted that the assessment data were useful in preparing your IBHE report.


Next report due date:  June 15, 2012

* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association/Higher Learning Commission.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist on the assessment web site (� HYPERLINK "http://www.eiu.edu/~assess" ��www.eiu.edu/~assess�) for the Primary Traits listed for each level.





