Appendix D: Rubric for oral comps


M.S in FCS Oral Comprehensive Exam Rubric

	Criteria
	Highly competent
	Competent
	Not competent

	Content
	Exhibited highly effective use of critical thinking skills; incorporated content knowledge to identify new solutions/ideas relevant to professional practice; used content appropriate to situation & audience; cited information sources accurately; elaborated on written comprehensive exam responses; articulated the need for sensitivity to issues of diversity
	Demonstrated critical thinking skills; incorporated content knowledge to identify new solutions/ideas relevant to professional practice;  made connection between support & main points ; elaborated on written comprehensive exam responses; showed sensitivity to issues of diversity
	Displayed poor or ineffective use of basic critical thinking skills; failed to incorporate content knowledge in the development of solutions to professional problems; provided little support for main ideas; limited ability to elaborate on written comprehensive exam responses; lacked sensitivity to issues of diversity

	Application to discipline
	Demonstrated original thinking; applied scientific theory and/or knowledge to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate
	Evidenced some application of scientific theory and/or knowledge to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate
	Displayed little to no use of appropriate application of scientific theory and/or knowledge to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate

	Language
	Used professional terminology; evidenced precise & vivid language; defined unfamiliar terms; varied sentence structure consistently

	Produced some varied sentence structure and word choice; used professional terminology without prompting; displayed appropriate standards of usage for situation and audience 
	Displayed inadequate standards of usage; limited variance in sentence structure, professional word choice, & professional terminology not used (even when prompted); divulged slang words or other inappropriate language for situation and audience

	Verbal Delivery
	Varied voice in pitch, volume, rate, & emphasis; generated appropriate enthusiasm; speech free of fillers (ahs, uhms, ers); evidenced effective articulation & pronunciation 
	Used some variation in pitch, volume, rate, & emphasis; included some fillers; articulated effective pronunciation & incorporated minimal fillers
	Displayed little to no variation in pitch, volume, rate, or emphasis; fillers detracted from the presentation; evidenced a lack of clear articulation & pronunciation. 

	Non verbal & General Delivery 
	Dressed neatly, professionally, & was well groomed; displayed consistent eye contact and confidence
	Appeared in adequate and appropriate dress & grooming; displayed some evidence of confidence and appropriate eye contact
	Dressed inappropriately;  displayed cleanliness or grooming issues; did not maintain eye contact; seemed to lack confidence


NOTE: Greater emphasis is placed on the “content” and “application to discipline” categories; however, all the categories are important


