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Graduate Program 2011
Department:  Early Childhood, Elementary, & Middle Level Education
	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 3, M.S. Education
	The objectives for the program encompass all the learning goals established for graduate programs at EIU and are clear and measurable.   There are some very detailed outcomes here, which help guide the other components of the plan.

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 3, M.S. Education
	Choosing to assess your students at the beginning, midpoint, and end of their program is a very sound practice, and should provide formative as well as summative assessment data.  The tweaking you have done this year to further define those points through courses taken should provide data that allow you to compare apples to apples.  Not only does your plan gather data from various points throughout the curriculum, but it also incorporates direct and indirect measures to offer a full picture of student learning in your program.

	Expectations
	Level 2, M.S. Education
	Expectations are given for each objective.  Based on your assessment form, what does meet or exceed equate to?  Must students all get to proficient in order to meet expectations?  It is not always easy to bridge the gap between the information given here and the instruments themselves.

	Results
	Level 3, M.S. Education
	Results are collected, analyzed, and reported back to the faculty.  Are you having any difficulty with students responding to your emailed survey?  Your percentage results certainly show the growth that students make across your program.  Are you having an attrition issue with people completing the program?  I only ask because the numbers represented in your completion data are so much lower than the midpoint numbers.

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 3, M.S. Education
	The feedback loop is in place.  Various committees collect and analyze data which are then shared with all graduate faculty by the graduate coordinator at the annual retreat.  Parts II and III do a nice job summarizing this year’s work and the work it will continue in future academic years.  Once again, the Graduate Assessment Committee has worked diligently over the past year to refine its plan to assure that data are collected for all objectives.  I wish you luck as you pursue first choice designation from the Graduate School. 


* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist for the Primary Traits listed for each level on the assessment web site at www.eiu.edu/~assess.





