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Department:  Early Childhood, Elementary, & Middle Level Education
	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 2, M.S. Education
	The four objectives for the program encompass all the learning goals established for graduate programs and are clear and measurable.  It would be helpful if objective 3 were fleshed out for each concentration.  That is, what content knowledge are you expecting for each concentration?

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 1-2, M.S. Education
	Using an oral exam and scholarly paper are direct and are appropriate for objectives given.  More information could be provided concerning criteria used and how these direct measures are assessed.  What data are collected through course assignments, projects and presentations?  While a grade of “C” may be required of all coursework, what does that grade tell you about student attainment of the various student learning outcomes that have been established by the program?    Are there any indirect measures used in this program—exit surveys, alumni surveys, etc.?  You mention coursework is used in the assessment—projects and papers.  How are these pieces assessed?  Do you have primary trait analysis so that comparisons may be made across faculty members, sections, and time?  Are there any indirect measures for this program?  What do the scores on the state exam cover in terms of the objectives established for the program?

	Expectations
	Level 1-2, M.S. Education
	More expectations are given here than in previous reports, so that is good progress, but they are only very loosely connected to the learning outcomes and measurements.  I would encourage you to be as specific as possible.  The expectations should connect specifically to the measurement instruments listed.  In some cases the measures are not really given, so it is hard to know what the expectations are or could be.  How does a student demonstrate proficiency in writing, for example?  Do you use a rubric to assess their scholarly papers?  How do you determine that they have met the critical thinking goal?  


	Results
	Level 2, M.S. Education
	Results given indicate a number of passing scores for competencies, so those scores should make the basis of the expectations for this program.  

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 1-2, M.S. Education
	This column explains how results are used to determine students’ eligibility for graduation as well as how information is used for assessing the program as a whole.  What is the feedback loop for the collection and analysis of data?  Again, the focus is more on assuring that individual students have completed requirements, which is certainly important, but not strictly assessment of learning outcomes.  Who collects the data?  How is it shared with the faculty?  What is done with the data over time?  


* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist for the Primary Traits listed for each level on the assessment web site at www.eiu.edu/~assess.





