 Student Learning Assessment Program

Response to Summary Form

Undergraduate Programs 2009
Department:  Economics
	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 3, B.A. Economics

	Objectives are clear, programmatic, and measurable.  There is a nice blend of undergraduate goals (global citizenship, write effectively and speak effectively) with major objectives here.  Objective 9 is much better this year; it now describes a learning outcome that is measurable.  Objective 8 is still not very specific.  Are you trying to get at content coverage with this objective?  The measures are all related to student satisfaction, so it does not really seem to be a student learning outcome so much as a goal for the department.

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 3, B.A. Economics
	As always, you have a solid blend of direct and indirect instruments making for multiple measures throughout your curriculum.  Good use of rubrics, which combines well with the surveys.  I’ve lost track of your quinquennial external review.  When is the next iteration of this measure?  Was it completed this year?  There are references to the external reviewer, but it was not clear how recently this was completed.

	Expectations
	Level 2, B.A. Economics
	You have minimum scores determined, and your plan to determine other expectations in your next plan is solid.    

	Results
	Level 3, B.A. Economics
	Data is collected and reported.  Congratulations on the improvement in your research data.  Using 3-5 years of data to make decisions is what should happen because one year could be a weird blip.

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 3, B.A. Economics
	Feedback loop is in place and appears to be working.  This department is in good shape with its assessment plan.


This is a comprehensive plan.  Assessment seems to be going along well in this program and appears to be part of the culture of the faculty.  Next report due June 15, 2011.  You have a strong enough assessment plan that you can move to a 2-year reporting cycle and report on two years of data unless you make comprehensive changes for which you would like some feedback.
* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist for the Primary Traits listed for each level on the assessment web site at www.eiu.edu/~assess.





