Department of Early Childhood, Elementary and 

Middle Level Education

Graduate Assessment Plan

Advanced Candidate Assessment #1 – Entry 

Prior to Fall 2006
Data collection was initiated in Fall 2007.   Entry level data will not be available for degree seeking students who entered the program prior to Fall 2006, because the documents evaluated under the new program (Fall 2006 to present) were not required of students applying under the old program (prior to Fall 2006). 
Fall 2006 to Present
Degree seeking students will be assessed by a panel/committee of two or three graduate faculty members using the Advanced Candidate Assessment #1 – Entry Level Rubric.  The panel members will base their ratings upon an analysis of the required admission documentation submitted by the graduate applicant.  The documentation will include (but not be limited to) the following items:

1. A copy of transcripts showing the required 3.0 GPA within the last 60 hours of undergraduate study (or 3.0 GPA in the first 12 hours of graduate coursework). 

2. A copy of the applicant’s current teaching certificate (including type, issuing state, and year granted.) If the individual does not have certification at the appropriate level, he/she will need to complete the course work necessary for certification, which may entail undergraduate and graduate credits. 

3. Two letters of recommendation provided by professional sources, such as an immediate supervisor and/or co-worker, are required.  The letters of recommendation should address such topics as the candidate’s:

· depth of content knowledge including effective technology skills and ethical behaviors/dispositions;

· critical thinking and problem solving;

· oral and written communication skills;

· advanced scholarship (research and/or creative activity);

· ability to work with diverse clientele; and

· ability to collaborate and create positive relationships within the school, community and profession. 

4. A professional resume that includes information regarding undergraduate education, work experience, recent professional development activities (i.e., workshops attended and/or workshops presented), involvement with professional education organizations, and volunteer work within the community (involving children/youth) must be developed and submitted. 

5.  A formal (typed) letter of application expressing the applicant’s goals for the master’s program is

     required.  Within the letter of application, please describe a professional situation that required you 

     (the applicant) to employ critical thinking and/or problem solving to select an appropriate course of

     action in order to resolve an issue. 

6.  Complete and submit the “Advanced Candidate Self-Assessment Form” that is available on the

     Department website (http://www.eiu.edu/~elegrad).
Advanced Candidate Assessment #2 – Mid-point

Prior to Fall 2006
Degree seeking students will be assessed by two graduate instructors using the Advanced Candidate Assessment #2 – Mid-point Rubric.  The graduate faculty members will base their ratings upon an analysis of the Advanced Candidate’s coursework in ELE 5000 – Introduction to Research in Elementary Education (or ELE 5250 – Research in Education) and ELE 5260 – Advanced Developmental Reading.  These two graduate courses were required of all Master of Science in Elementary Education candidates, regardless of the individual’s area of emphasis (i.e., Early Childhood, Elementary Curriculum, Middle Level or Reading) in the program prior to Fall 2006.

Fall 2006 to Present

Degree seeking students will be assessed by two or three graduate instructors using the Advanced Candidate Assessment #2 – Mid-point Rubric.  The graduate faculty members will base their ratings upon an analysis of the Advanced Candidate’s coursework in a minimum of two of the following classes:  ELE 5100 – Introduction to Graduate Studies in Education*; ELE 5250 – Research in Education; ELE 5260 – Advanced Developmental Reading; and ELE/MLE 5270 – Content Area Literacy Instruction**.  These graduate courses are required of all Master of Science in Elementary Education candidates, regardless of the individual’s area of emphasis (i.e., Early Childhood, Elementary Curriculum, Middle Level or Reading).

* ELE 5100 was a required class for students entering the program beginning Fall 2006, but the course was subsequently eliminated from the program of study (Effective Date:  Fall 2010). 

**ELE/MLE 5270 became a departmental basic education requirement in Fall 2010.

Advanced Candidate Assessment #3 – Completion

Prior to Fall 2006


· Master’s Oral Exam/Colloquy
The Master’s Oral Exam/Colloquy panel members (who are responsible for approving the Advanced Candidate’s “Certificate of Comprehensive Knowledge”) will base their ratings upon an analysis of the written paper and oral presentation completed by the graduate student.  

· ELE 5950 – Thesis

The thesis committee members (who are responsible for approving the Advanced Candidate’s “Certificate of Comprehensive Knowledge”) will base their ratings upon an analysis of the thesis completed by the graduate student.  

Fall 2006 to Present
Degree seeking students will be assessed by a panel/committee of three graduate faculty members using the Advanced Candidate Assessment #3 – Completion Rubric.  

· ELE 5900 – Applied/Action Research

The panel/committee members who are responsible for approving the Advanced Candidate’s “Certificate of Comprehensive Knowledge” will base their ratings upon an analysis of the Applied/Action Research project completed by the graduate student (i.e., written paper and oral defense).  
· ELE 5950 – Thesis

The thesis committee members (who are responsible for approving the Advanced Candidate’s “Certificate of Comprehensive Knowledge”) will base their ratings upon an analysis of the thesis completed by the graduate student.  
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