Student Learning Assessment Program

Response to Summary Form

Undergraduate Program 2009
Department:  Chemistry

	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 3, B.S. Chemistry
	Good objectives—clear and measurable.  They encompass not only objectives for the major but several of the undergraduate learning goals for general education (critical thinking, speaking and writing effectively).

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 3, B.S. Chemistry
	This is a very specific and well-designed assessment plan.  You have both external and internal measures to provide data at different points and from various angles.  You do a good job combining direct and indirect measures here and in making sure that your assessments are throughout and even after a student’s career. While it takes time to develop and then collect data using instruments other than grades, I would encourage the department to keep working on those instruments that directly assess each objective.  Let me know if you have questions as you work on revising your assessment plan to match your curriculum changes.

	Expectations
	Level 2, B.S. Chemistry
	Most expectations here are specific and relate well to the objectives.  However, there are a few expectations that could be more specific.  What, for example, does it mean to successfully complete an assignment?  This column should define what successful completion means either through a quantified level on a test or a score on a rubric or through a narrative description of the skills or knowledge that will be shown once a student reaches your expectation.

	Results
	Level 2, B.S. Chemistry
	Results are being collected—especially for the MFT and the surveys.  It is incredible that ACS has not responded to your application for four years.  Is that typical?  

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 2, B.S. Chemistry


	Feedback loop is in place with departmental committees.  Who does the assessments listed for the courses?  Faculty teaching the courses?  If so, what is the process for data collection?  Do you ever discuss the results as a whole faculty?


* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist for the Primary Traits listed for each level on the assessment web site at www.eiu.edu/~assess.





