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Department:  Chemistry

	Category
	Level[footnoteRef:1]* [1: * Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist for the Primary Traits listed for each level on the assessment web site at www.eiu.edu/~assess.] 

	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 3, M.S. Chemistry
	Good objectives—clear and measurable.  The graduate learning goals established by CGS are addressed here.

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 2, M.S. Chemistry
	The new rubrics should give you data on your objectives as learning outcomes are displayed in the theses.  It appears that you have some work ahead of you to determine additional ways to directly assess student learning.  The Psychology program is using an in-house exam as you describe, so that might be a good model for you.  Or, you may want to look at assignments and course sequencing to determine growth.  The answer may be in the 5 new core courses.  Perhaps you could consider assignments in the courses that speak to your objectives or test questions on final exams that get at chemical knowledge.

	
Expectations
	Level 2, M.S. Chemistry
	Expectations are specific and speak directly to identified measures and objectives.  Do you want to add anything related to limitations of a student’s study?  I know that limitations are often addressed in the scientific method.  Faculty may want to refine the rubrics after you use them a time or two.  This is pretty typical and can help you determine what you are looking for and can help anchor people to the expectations for each objective. 

	
Results
	Level 2, M.S. Chemistry
	Since the plan is in flux, results are currently only available for some measures.  Implementation of others will occur this summer, and new measures will also be chosen in AY12.  I look forward to seeing what you decide to do.

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 2, M.S. Chemistry
	Feedback loop appears to be in place with faculty contributing to the assessment process.  You have made changes to the curriculum based on past data, now the task is to continue to measure student attainment of your learning outcomes and determine if your curricular changes has had a positive impact on your students’ learning.



