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	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 2-3, M.S. Chemistry
	Good objectives—clear and measurable.  The majority of the graduate learning goals established by CGS are addressed here—assuming that objective 5 addresses critical thinking

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 2, M.S. Chemistry
	The department has revised its curriculum based on data and has now revised its assessment plan, so they are following best practices, which is to be applauded.  A test to determine knowledge growth in this discipline makes perfect sense.  Given the problems of length, the department may want to consider common test questions in appropriate courses or may want to search for a shorter test.  Adapting another graduate program’s rubric for the thesis/oral examination defense makes a lot of sense.  The MSNS program turned in new rubrics this summer, so you may want to look at those as well as the ones from PLS.  You will want to add in this column the rubrics used to assess the artifacts listed here; that will round out the how part of this column.

	Expectations
	Level 2, M.S. Chemistry
	Expectations are specific and speak directly to identified measures and objectives.  Is a 3 on a 5-point scale truly all you expect for your survey responses?  I would think that you would want at least a 4 for many of them or at least a certain percentage in the 4-5 range.  What does the 3 represent if the range is strongly agree to strongly disagree?  The specifics here must await completion of the rubrics that are being developed.  Please include the rubrics with the next iteration of this report. 

	Results
	Level 2, M.S. Chemistry
	Data has been used to design a new curriculum, which reflects the student learning outcomes desired by the program and the graduate school and fills in a gap (study of chemistry literature) discovered by previous assessment data.  These changes indicate the dynamic nature of assessment and the curriculum in this department.

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 2, M.S. Chemistry
	Feedback loop appears to be in place with faculty contributing to the assessment process.


* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist for the Primary Traits listed for each level on the assessment web site at www.eiu.edu/~assess.





