Primary Trait Analysis

Communication Studies Department

Comprehensive Exams

	
	Highly Competent
	Competent
	Minimally Competent
	Not Competent

	Organization
	Careful organization

that enhances

presentation
	Logical organization
	Some organization;

lapses in focus

and/or coherence
	Random and/or

weak organization



	Development
	Careful organization

that enhances

presentation; clearly and thoroughly addresses all parts of question
	Depth of idea

development

supported by

developed, relevant

details; addresses all parts of question
	Basic idea

development;

repetitious and/or

underdeveloped

details; difficult to determine when all parts of the question are addressed


	Little or no idea

development; few

and/or unrelated

details

	Style
	Sophisticated and

varied sentence

structure and length

that enhance effect;

precise and/or rich

language
	Controlled and

varied sentence

structure;

appropriate, effective

language
	Correct sentence

structure that is

simplistic and/or

awkward at times;

simplistic and/or

occasionally

imprecise language


	Incorrect and/or

ineffective sentence

structure; incorrect

and/ or ineffective

syntax and diction



	Mechanics
	Virtually no errors in

Mechanics (given the constraints of a timed exam)


	Few errors in

mechanics relative

to length, complexity and time available


	Some errors in

mechanics, but not

enough to interfere

with communication


	Errors in mechanics

that are

disproportionate to

length and

complexity and

interfere with

communication

	Scholarship
	Clear understanding of relevant scholarship; ability to correctly interpret and apply the scholarship to the answer
	Limited instances of selecting irrelevant scholarship; Few errors in the interpretation and application of scholarship
	Some use of irrelevant scholarship; some errors in interpretation and application of the scholarship
	Inability to distinguish between relevant and irrelevant scholarship in answering question; repeat errors in interpreting and applying the scholarship

	Originality
	Unique and original insights into the question; ability to creatively develop and design research when appropriate
	Demonstrates the ability to take existing research and combine it into an original perspective; research design is original and appropriate to the problem being posed
	Draws heavily upon other scholar’s insights and observations and has minimal original insight; research designs struggle to show appropriate means of addressing the problem
	Relies almost exclusively on a recitation of already-made observations; research design is cookie-cutter or inappropriate for the problem

	Complexity
	Complex analysis that is sensitive to multiple perspectives and provides clear rationale for the choices made 
	Analysis synthesizes various perspectives and integrates them into a coherent, well-reasoned position
	Analysis is secondary to description; ability to justify choices made has minimal support
	The answer fails to move beyond description; no clear or appropriate justifications for choices made

	Focus
	Clear focus

established and

maintained
	Consistent focus or

purpose
	Some focus
	Limited or no

awareness of

purpose and/or

audience


