COMMITTEE ON THE ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING
MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 18, 2007

Call to Order

The September 18, 2007 meeting for the Committee on the Assessment of Student Learning was called to order at 12:45 p.m. by chairperson, Rebecca Throneburg in the Clinical Services Center, room 2101.

Members present:  Rebecca Throneburg, (chair), Mary Herrington-Perry, Peggy Holmes-Layman, Carla Honselman, Debra Hopgood, Stacey Knight-Davis, Daiva Markelis, Lola McElwee, Christie Roszkowski, Karla Sanders, Lisa Taylor, and Jie Zou

Members absent:
I. Approval of  the September 11, 2007 Minutes

Karla Sanders motioned to approve the September 11, 2007 minutes of the Committee on the Assessment of Student Learning as corrected.  Carla Honselman seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.
II. Assessment Institute


The 2007 Assessment Institute in Indianapolis will be held November 4-6, 2007 at the Westin Indianapolis.  If you are interested in attending please contact Karla Sanders by email kjsanders@eiu.edu  or by phone 581-6056 by Friday, September 21.

III. Undergraduate Student Survey Results

Mary Herrington-Perry sent over a three-page report entitled:  "2006-2007 Undergraduate Student Survey" from Eastern Illinois University students.  Since Eastern Illinois University is working on a BANNER version of this survey, they will have to skip a year on collecting data. 

IV. Discussion of EWP Revisions
A.  Mission Statement


The EWP mission statement was condensed to a smaller format which still listed the main goals of the EWP.  The possible revised mission of the EWP reads:
EIU has committed its resources to foster effective writing across the undergraduate curriculum, and to that end, it has identified effective writing as one of its general education goals.  Thus, writing is assessed departmentally as appropriate and university-wide as a matter of course.  To date, university-wide assessment of writing occurs through the Electronic Writing Portfolio (EWP).

The mission of the EWP is two-fold:

1.  to act as a method of university-wide assessment of writing to evaluate the undergraduate learning goal that students will write effectively.  Readings and analysis of a sample of portfolios will be used to provide annual feedback to faculty concerning general trends and patterns in groups of student's writing skills to inform instructional and curricular decision making.  This data will be also be used for accountability to internal and external constituents.

2.  to identify those individual students who have not met a minimal standard of effective writing by their junior year and to stipulate remediation as a graduation requirement.

After much discussion it was decided the EWP mission should be revised to read:
EIU has identified effective writing as one of its general education goals and has committed its resources to foster effective writing across the undergraduate curriculum.  Thus, writing is assessed departmentally as appropriate and university-wide as a matter of course.  To date, university-wide assessment of writing occurs through the Electronic Writing Portfolio (EWP).

The mission of the EWP is two-fold:

· to act as a method of university-wide assessment of writing to evaluate the undergraduate learning goal that students will write effectively. 

· to identify those individual students who have not met a minimal standard of effective writing by their junior year and to stipulate remediation as a graduation requirement.

Readings and analysis of a sample of portfolios will be used to provide annual feedback to faculty concerning general trends and patterns in groups of student's writing skills to inform instructional and curricular decision making.  These data will and may also be used for to document accountability to students, faculty, administration, Board of Trustees, State and Federal Agencies, and accrediting bodies.

V. Submissions (Course, Timelines, # total, # remediation check is based on)

First submission is from 1001 or 1002.  Any other submission by 60 hours.
Remediation - Have the check placed at two submissions and if the student  meets the minimum requirements then the student can go to the next level.  If at two submissions and there is an average of  2 or 2.5 then the student needs to take a test or the remedial course.  The third submission can come from the test.


Remediation is strongly supported by and is based on Washington State University, EIU Faculty Senate and the EIU Faculty Survey.

Discussion about having an incentive for the students to complete all their submissions and to provide a letter or some kind of recognition for outstanding writing that students can add to their portfolio or resume.

VI. Subcommittee Meeting September 21

Friday, September 21 at 1:00 p.m. in Karla Sanders' office at Ninth Street Hall in room 3004 to discuss the draft of three following documents:  

1.  A Letter to the University Community about the general changes being proposed to the EWP and a general rationale for those changes


 2. The Overview Grid that illustrates the previous and revised EWP with rationale for changes

 3. Revision to the writing assessment portion of the University's Plan of the Assessment of Student Learning which details the procedures related to the EWP revisions.

Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 2:09 p.m.




Kimberly K. Sweeney, Recording Secretary

**************************************


ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE NEXT MEETING

Tuesday, September 25, 2007

12:45 p.m.

Clinical Services Building, Room 2101

************************************

