COMMITTEE ON THE ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING

MINUTES

September 16, 2008

Call to Order

The September 16, 2008 meeting for the Committee on the Assessment of Student Learning was called to order at 12:30 p.m. by chairperson, Rebecca Throneburg in the Clinical Services Conference room 2101.

Members present:
Rebecca Throneburg, (chair), Mary Herrington-Perry, Daniel Carter, Terri Fredrick, Carla Honselman, Debra Hopgood, Stacey Knight-Davis, Karla Sanders, Lisa Taylor, and Jie Zou.

Members absent:
CAA representative to be determined, Tim Taylor (WAC representative will continue on CASL).
I. Approval of the April 15, 2008 Minutes

Stacey Knight-Davis motioned to approve the April 15, 2008 CASL minutes as written and Lisa Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

II.     Welcome to New Members

Rebecca Throneburg welcomed Daniel Carter from EC/ELE/MLE and Terri Fredrick from English to CASL.

III.    CAA Ad Hoc Cultural Diversity Committee

The Council for Academic Affairs has formed an Ad Hoc Cultural Diversity Committee to review the Cultural Diversity Requirement of the General Education.  The Student Government request was that CAA add another course to the requirement.  CAA is interested in broadening the experience as opposed to the number of credit hours available.  CAA has requested a member from CASL to serve on this committee.  Lisa Taylor volunteered to serve.
IV.    Voluntary System of Accountability


Mary Herrington-Perry disseminated information on the Voluntary System of Accountability (VSA) which is a brand new initiative in which President Perry decided Eastern Illinois University will participate.   The VSA communicates information on the undergraduate student experience through a common web reporting template, the College Portrait.  

The VSA is a web-based system that will give the public, parents, and students data regarding Eastern Illinois University.  Beginning fall 2010, one hundred to two hundred freshman and senior students will be given exams using the CAAP, MAPP or CLA to measure their learning outcomes.  These tests will be given each semester the first year and annually thereafter. 

A VSA committee was formed to look at what kind of questions and which tests should be administered.  The following people volunteered:  Terri Fredrick, Debra Hopgood, Carla Honselman, Karla Sanders, Rebecca Throneburg, and Jie Zou. 
V.   
Other Assessment Updates

A. CASA

Karla Sanders reported there are 5 faculty members and herself attending the 2008 Assessment Institute held October 26-28, 2008 in Indianapolis, Indiana.  CASA will be providing the cost for three people to attend and the Provost’s office will be providing for two people. Sanders will be attending the conference and has reserved a mini-van for transportation for everyone to and from the conference.  
a) Assessment Plans


Sanders reported good progress has been made and the report is on the website.
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B. Graduate School

No report
C. Provost’s Office

Mary Herrington-Perry discussed the Integrated Learning Experiences for Students that came in a memo from the Provost to everyone and raised the following questions for everyone to keep in mind:
1. How are we going to provide those integrated experiences?

2. Do we need a new learning goal for our general education program and/or at the graduate level?

3. Do we build it into new courses?

4. New learning goal-new data and how do we collect it?


Student Experience data collection will begin fall 2009 and the student outcomes in fall 2010.
VI.    Review of EWP Revision Process

a. Past
Karla Sanders gave a recap on the changes to the EWP last year for the new committee members and what took place over the summer.  The summer focused on working with CATS to make the EWP fully electronic.
b. Future-Need to Do

Sanders discussed there are two phases to the new EWP.

Phase I: “What are the requirements?”  This is completed.
Phase II: “What is the writing help going to be?  What reports do we want from the new system?”
Then we should be asking the following questions:

· What do we want to know?

· How do we want it split out?

· What do we do with the students who are not up to standard?

· What other information do we need?
· What kind of data do we want from Phase II:  Writing Improvement Program?
Rebecca Throneburg reported that she met with Dana Ringuette, Chair of English on September 8, and plans to meet again with Dr. Ringuette and Tim Taylor, Director of Writing Center/Chair of WAC in the upcoming weeks.
Discussion followed with a Writing Improvement Program committee being formed to consist of the following people:  Rebecca Throneburg, Karla Sanders, Debra Hopgood, Dan Carter, Terri Fredrick, and Stacey Knight-Davis.
VII.  
Provost Award

The deadline is October 3, 2008 for nominations for the Provost’s Award for Achievement in Academic Assessment.  The award will recognize academic departments that, in the process of systematically assessing their majors’ achievement of learning objectives, adhere to established best practices in assessment, address university-wide learning goals in the major, demonstrate continuous progress in implementing their assessment plans, and cultivate a culture of assessment.

Serving on the Provost Award Committee are:  Lisa Taylor and Debra Hopgood

The meeting adjourned at 1:42 p.m.
-Minutes prepared by Ms. Kimberly Sweeney, Recording Secretary
***ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING***
October 7, 2008

Conference room 2101-Clinical Services Building @ 12:30 p.m.

The current agenda and all CASL minutes are available on the web at http://www.eiu.edu/~assess
