COMMITTEE ON THE ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING
MINUTES

MARCH 6, 2007

Call to Order
The March 6, 2007 meeting for the Committee on the Assessment of Student Learning was called to order at 11:07 a.m. by Dr. Rebecca Throneburg, chair, in the Clinical Services Center, room 2101.

Members present:
Dr. Rebecca Throneburg, (chair), Dr. Cari Brito, Dr. Debra Hopgood,


Ms. Stacey Knight-Davis, Dr. Daiva Markelis, Dr. Kathleen O’Rourke,


Ms. Christie Roszkowski, Dr. Karla Sanders, and Mr. James Tidwell.

Members absent:
Dr. Rigoberto Chinchilla, Mr. Ryan Hawkins and Dr. Peggy Holmes-Layman.

I. Approval of the February 20, 2007 Minutes
Dr. Sanders motioned to approve the February 20, 2007 minutes of the Committee on the Assessment of Student Learning as published and Dr. Hopgood seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

II. Discuss perceptions of assessment speaker, Linda Suskie

Dr. Sanders reported that an evaluation form has been sent out and she is starting to receive some of them back.  There were over forty people in attendance for the morning session and there were good turnouts for the college meetings.  As the afternoon went on the attendance went down.
Dr. Throneburg mentioned it might be a good idea in the future to have a time slot for CASL members at the next assessment forum instead of a CASL luncheon with the speaker so that the speaker would have time to relax and eat.  Discussion followed.
III. Writing

Dr. Throneburg discussed with the committee the outline that Dr. Herrington-Perry initiated regarding what the faculty survey is telling CASL in regards to the closed set responses and the open-ended responses.  Regarding the question on where does CASL go from here?  The committee compiled the following ideas:
· Change the labels for EWP and the Writing Competency
· Live text issue

· A gatekeeper is needed for the following: 
· Possibility of a class or entrance test for transfer students

· Remedial Students

· Joint meeting with CAA and Faculty Senate with suggestions ready for feedback
· Introduction Class and a Capstone class

· Have informal consultations throughout the semester to obtain suggestions
· Starting point of discussion being that the EWP was not intended to be a catch all for data.  CASL now has this data and what do you want us to pursue from here?

· Have Assessment Representatives from departments or other people who are interested from those departments join the meetings
IV. Update from the VPAA’s office

Dr. Herrington-Perry was unavailable to attend today’s meeting.
V. Council on Academic Affairs and Senior Seminar Update

Ms. Roszkowski reported the committee is doing 2 surveys.  The first survey just went out to faculty who have taught Senior Seminars in the last 3 semesters, summer, fall, and currently spring semester 2007 in which faculty are to respond to after spring break.  The other survey has been sent to Mr. Harvey which will be sent out to the other faculty administrators and advisors.  Ms. Roszkowski has not heard back from Mr. Harvey.  The committee probably won’t have anything to report until the end of the semester.
CAA is doing the IBHE reports and grade appeals this week.
VI. Update from Graduate School
Dr. O’Rourke reported the First Choice Initiative program at the Graduate level passed and has really taken off.  Dean Augustine announced that CGS would be accepting applications and six programs immediately came forward History, Music, Gerontology, Political Science, MBA, and English.  The Graduate School will be assessing their reports from last year.  They will continue First Choice reviews for the rest of the semester and through June.
They are having IBHE reviews and grade appeals this week.  The Presidential Search committee will have a press release on March 8 announcing the names of the candidates to be brought to EIU after spring break.
The meeting adjourned at 1:40 p.m.

Kimberly K. Sweeney, Recording Secretary

**********************************************

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE NEXT MEETING

MARCH 20, 2007
11:00 A.M.

2101 Clinical Services Center
*********************************************
