Committee on the Assessment of Student Learning

MINUTES

MARCH 20, 2007
Call to Order

The March 20, 2007 meeting for the Committee on the Assessment of Student Learning was called to order at 11:05 a.m. by chairperson, Dr. Rebecca Throneburg in the Clinical Services Center, room 2101.

Members present:  Dr. Rebecca Throneburg, (chair), Dr. Cari Brito, Dr. Rigoberto Chinchilla, Dr. Debra Hopgood, Dr. Peggy Holmes-Layman, Ms. Stacey Knight-Davis, Dr. Daiva Markelis, Dr. Kathleen O’Rourke, Ms. Christie Roszkowski, Dr. Karla Sanders, and Mr. James Tidwell.

I. Approval of the March 6, 2007 Minutes
Dr. O’Rourke mentioned that under the Graduate CGS School update Music should be omitted and Biology should be added to the March 6, 2007 CASL minutes and should be amended to read:  Dean Augustine announced that CGS would be accepting applications and six programs immediately came forward History, Biology, Gerontology, Political Sciences, MBA, and English.  Dr. O’Rourke also stated that it should be corrected to read:  They are having a joint CAA and CGS meeting to vote on grade appeals this week.
Dr. Sanders motioned to approve the minutes as amended and Dr. Holmes-Layman seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously to accept the minutes as amended.

II. Writing
A. Volunteers for assigning and sorting categories of open-ended student responses
After some discussion it was decided to have two sorting categories of the open-ended student responses.  The assigning categories committee will be Dr. Markelis and Dr. Holmes-Layman and the categories will be due April 2.  The Creating categories will be Ms. Knight-Davis and Dr. Sanders with the categories due on March 26.
B. Volunteers to work on “Executive Summary” of Faculty Survey results
The “Executive Summary” committee will consist of Dr. Throneburg, Dr. Sanders, Dr. Markelis and Ms. Roszkowski.  They will give a 2-3 page executive summary on what the students said and what the faculty said.

C.  Follow-up from last meeting re: data from students who take ENG 1001/1002 here or elsewhere
Dr. Hopgood disseminated results from one of the last big Writing Competency Exams.  Dr. Sanders disseminated information on the number of completed portfolios with 2, 3, & 4 submissions.  Discussion followed.
D.  Invite Michael Hoadley/Janel Moore to next CASL meeting to talk about portfolio software
It was discussed to invite Michael Hoadley to the next CASL meeting and to invite Wendy Long, Doug Bower and Janel Moore to discuss the Blackboard and WEB CT at one of the CASL meetings.

III. Council on Academic Affairs and Senior Seminar Update

Ms. Roszkowski reported  the Senior Seminar meeting is one week from Monday.

IV. Update from Graduate School

Dr. O’Rourke reported that the grade appeal policy passed.

V. Announcement
Fostering Critical Thinking & Mature Valuing Across the Curriculum  
(Faculty Development)

Dr. Craig Nelson will present "Fostering Critical Thinking & Valuing Across the Curriculum." The basic question with critical thinking is: Why is it so difficult for students to acquire? Nelson will touch on several answers to this question, building from a core that asks what we can do tomorrow in the classroom. Logically, in order to think critically in higher order ways one needs: a) to understand that there is meaningful uncertainty involved (something that needs to be decided rather than memorized), b) to be able to discern what is being compared or should be compared, c) to know that in the face of uncertainty all answers are usually NOT equally valid, and d) to understand and be able to apply criteria to distinguish which of the alternatives are either better or terrible. However, helping students get the analysis straight is only half of our task as teachers. For most students, critical thinking is a deeply social enterprise. The most dramatic gains by far (including, for example, no Fs in college calculus classes) come from combining careful structuring of social dynamics with the step-wise provision of analytical tools. Nelson will present spurts of theory (cognitive development, for example) and example applications. Writing and peer discussion will help make sure that each participant goes home with new ideas that can be implemented in class next week. 
More information... 

Location:  Charleston-Mattoon room, Union

Contact:  Dr. Mildred M. Pearson; facdev@eiu.edu; 581-7051

Please register online:  http://www.eiu.edu/~facdev
The meeting adjourned at 12:13 p.m.


Kimberly K. Sweeney, Recording Secretary
****************************
ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING

APRIL 3, 2007

11:00 A.M.

2101 Clinical Services Center
*******************************
