COMMITTEE FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING

MINUTES

January 20, 2009
Call to Order

The Committee for the Assessment of Student Learning was called to order on January 20, 2009 at
11:00 a.m. by chairperson, Rebecca Throneburg, in the Sullivan room of the Martin Luther King, Jr, University Union.
Members present:
Rebecca Throneburg, (chair), Carla Honselman, Debra Hopgood, Stacie Knight-Davis, Karla Sanders, Lucia Schroeder, Lisa Taylor, Tim Taylor, and Jie Zou

Members absent:
Daniel Carter, Terri Fredrick, and Mary Herrington-Perry 
I.  Approval of the November 18, 2008 Minutes

Karla Sanders moved to approve the November 18, 2008 CASL minutes as written and Lucia Schroeder seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.
II. Updates
A. Center for Academic Support and Achievement (CASA)
a. Sanders reported the new EWP report will be ready at the next CASL meeting which will contain the first on-line results.  Faculty Senate has asked Sanders and Throneburg to present the results at the February 17th meeting.
b. Sanders announced the Committee on Retention Efforts (CORE) will hold a Spring 2009 Retention Forum on Tuesday, February 10, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. in the Arcola-Tuscola room of the MLK Union.  The program will include:  
· EIU Retention Data & CORE Initiatives

· The Minority Retention Report

· Student Success Center:  Services & Successes

· Panther Success Initiative

B. CAA

Schroeder reported CAA moved to rescind recommending that foreign languages require three courses and go back to requiring only two.  The cultural diversity report has not been discussed yet at CAA.
C. VPAA-(VSA)
Sanders reported student engagement has been narrowed down to the CSEQ and the NSSE.  There is a 3 to 1 ratio for institutions choosing CLA for critical thinking and writing.
D. Grad School
Taylor had nothing to report at this time.

III. Review Assessment Procedures and Data (this meeting and next)

a. Watson-Glaser

Hopgood disseminated the Watson-Glaser exam for CASL members to look at.  She reported the exam could still be used even if it is decided to go with another exam because EIU has already paid for these exams and has ownership of them.  Sanders disseminated the Critical Thinking Report covering data through SP08.
b. Speaking Across the Curriculum
Sanders disseminated the Speaking Assessment Rubric and reported it was adapted by CASL in 2001-2002 from the CMN department.  She also gave CASL members copies of the Speaking Data report from June 2008.  Discussion followed.

c. Global Citizenship




Sanders stated there are five objectives listed for the goal of responsible global citizenship:

1. Make civic and personal judgments that are informed, responsible, and ethical.

2. Comprehend world-shaping forces and events.

3. Appreciate the diverse experiences and perspectives that shape human culture.

4. Understand historical events that have shaped world cultures.

5. Accomplish tasks in groups.




Data was disseminated related to the freshman and senior surveys.




d. Reports from departments-University Learning Goals

Sanders disseminated two reports:  one on undergraduate assessment plans and one on graduate plans.  Discussion followed.  These reports are sent each year to all the deans and chairs of each department on campus, and to the Provost and Mary Herrington-Perry in the VPAA’s office.  These reports are a culmination of information gathered by all the departments on campus concerning assessment and can be seen on the website:  http://eiu.edu/~assess.  The data were compared from Summer 2006 through Spring 2008.  

IV. For the Next Meeting
· Bring Assessment Plan

· Bring all handouts from January 20th meeting

· Will start meeting with Global and EWP Report
V. Adjournment

Chair Throneburg adjourned the meeting at 12:10 p.m.
Minutes submitted by Ms. Kimberly Sweeney, Recording Secretary
***ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING***

February 3, 2009
Conference room 2101-Clinical Services Building @ 11:00 a.m.

The current agenda and all CASL minutes are available on the web at http://www.eiu.edu/~assess
