Student Learning Assessment Program

Response to Summary Form

Undergraduate Programs 2004
Department:  Biological Sciences
	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 3, B.S. Biological Sciences

Level 1-2, B.S. Science w/ T.C.


	They are clear, measurable, and programmatic.

Objectives do not completely describe student behaviors.  Presumably there are specific behaviors, skills, and knowledge that the department wishes students in this program to learn.  Those should form the basis for the objectives here.  Objective 3 could be unpacked—what does the faculty want the students to be able to do before they student teach?

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 3, B.S. Biological Sciences

Level 2, B.S. Science w/ T.C.

	The use of direct and indirect measures is good here—surveys, in-house labs and exams and an external, national exam.  You may want to be very specific about which papers, exams, and lab reports you intend to exam for assessment purposes in which courses.  Creating a matrix of your objectives and the measurements by course might provide useful as a quick reference point and to ascertain responsibility for data collection and analysis.  
Using data from the Basic Skills and Certification exams is a good start for the direct measures of this plan.  The measures for the third objective are still vague.  What measures will be used here?  Course assignments?  Student teaching evaluations?  Does the department plan to use any indirect measures such as surveys or interviews?  Do any of the measures in place for the Biology major make sense for these students as well?  For example, lab reports/performance, etc.

	Expectations
	Level 3, B.S. Biological Sciences

Level 2, B.S. Science w/ T.C.


	Expectations are clearly stated for direct and indirect measures.  Expectations could also be addressed in the results section.  Are expectations being met or not?
I would caution you to understand that grades often encompass many issues/criteria that do not speak to the objective, so they do not often provide good assessment data.  The expectations for objectives 1 & 2 are specific.

	Results
	Level 2-3, B.S. Biological Sciences

Level 2, B.S. Science w/ T.C.
	The analysis of the data—exit surveys and Major Field Tests in Part II—shows that this department is collecting and using its data.  It has done a good job summarizing results—especially of the survey.  How do you account for the sharp drop in some of the responses?  (see Q 13, 14, 15, 16, 18)  Has the assessment committee determined how results for coursework such as labs, papers, and exams will be used and analyzed as it is collected?  The next level of analysis should take you to specific objectives and how students are meeting those objectives across time.
Data for state exams is collected, but it is not clear what assessment is in place for the third objective.

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 2, B.S. Biological Sciences
Level 1, B.S. Science w/ T.C.
	The assessment committee and chair have established an effective feedback loop.  Areas of concern based on data have been identified and are being monitored as data is collected each year.  The assessment committee has made good progress in this academic year!  

The feedback loop for this plan is not specified.


* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association/Higher Learning Commission.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist for the Primary Traits listed for each level.





