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Graduate Program 2011
Department:  Biological Sciences
	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 3, M.S. Biological Sciences
	Objectives are clear, measurable, and span multiple domains.  This plan has adopted all four of the graduate learning goals.  

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 2, M.S. Biological Sciences


	You have a blend of direct and indirect measures here that appear to be collected at various points in the curriculum, so that’s good.  How the various lab exercises and examinations are actually assessed is not outlined here; you have the where and when basically covered, but not the how.  “During graduate courses” does not define the measures used.  I am delighted to hear that you plan to develop rubrics to assess the thesis; other programs have found this measure to be quite useful for the thesis and oral defense.

	Expectations
	Level 2, M.S. Biological Sciences


	Because you are still developing some measures, expectations will have to wait until they can match those measures.  You have established passing rates, so that is a start.  Future plans should look at skills and knowledge the program feels are important for graduates of the program to display.  This can be done without changing the nature of your student-specific curriculum.

	Results
	Level 2,M.S. Biological Sciences


	Grades and examination completion rates are collected.  Data related to specific learning outcomes is not always clearly articulated.  Individual student achievement is clear in the thesis awards, conference presentations, and research grants awarded.  It is less certain what all these accomplishments can tell the department about the learning outcomes established and the curriculum itself.

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 2, M.S. Biological Sciences
	Feedback loop appears to be in place although it is not always clear how data are collected.


* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist for the Primary Traits listed for each level.





