Student Learning Assessment Program

Response to Summary Form

Graduate Program 2009
Department:  Biological Sciences
	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 3, M.S. Biological Sciences
	Objectives are clear, measurable, and span multiple domains.  This plan has adopted all four of the graduate learning goals.  Do the communication skills mentioned in objective 4 relate to verbal and written communication?

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 1-2, M.S. Biological Sciences


	You have a good blend of direct and indirect measures here that appear to be collected at various points in the curriculum, so that’s good.  How the various lab exercises and examinations are actually assessed is not outlined here.  Also, have you identified particular artifacts from certain courses that are used for assessment purposes?  Your measures for objective 2 are not measures but a repeat of the objective itself.  How will these principles, methods, and strategies be demonstrated by the students?  Will you collect lab reports and then apply a rubric to ascertain student achievement of the objective?  Do you have test scores that speak to the sought after skills and knowledge?  In objective 3 you state that students are advised to take BIO 4750, but that is not a measure of student learning.  What from that class will assess how well students demonstrate quantitative skills?  Using an oral thesis defense and the comprehensive exam are good measures.  How do you assess the defense itself?  What will give you information related to critical thinking and communication skills and not just the research itself?  It seems that the comprehensive exam would be an appropriate tool to assess objective 5, but you do not list it here.

	Expectations
	Level 2, M.S. Biological Sciences


	The expectations are appropriate for the most part, but they could be more specific.  Because there are issues with the measures and instruments in column 2, it will be difficult to set expectations that relate to those measures.  Is there a rubric or evaluation sheet that identifies what appropriate use of equipment is and what proper lab skills are?  What does course completion tell you about student attainment of objective 3?  Again, grades are limiting for the reasons explained on previous responses.

	Results
	Level 2,M.S. Biological Sciences


	While monitoring employment of graduates is important and can provide feedback to the department on the success of its students, it is hard to relate employment back to an objective specifically.  Factors such as the economy, student willingness to move, networking, etc. may play a big part.  So, you really need measures for objective 5 that you can control through the curriculum and the graduate program that simply assess the academic knowledge referenced in this objective.  

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 2, M.S. Biological Sciences
	Feedback loop appears to be in place although it is not always clear how data are collected.


* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist for the Primary Traits listed for each level.





