Student Learning Assessment Program

Response to Summary Form

Graduate Program 2008
Department:  Biological Sciences
Because the department was preoccupied with the GTAP the past academic year, little changes were made to the assessment plan for the M.S. in Biological Sciences.  So, the responses and suggestions remain little changed from AY07.  I wish the department great success in maintaining its excellent program and in moving forward with its assessment plans.
	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 3, M.S. Biological Sciences

Level 3, M.S. in Natural Sciences
	Objectives are clear, measurable, and span multiple domains.  From my understanding of your goals, you seem to have hit 3 of the 4 graduate program goals:  depth of knowledge (1, 2, 3, 5), critical thinking (4), and research (2).  I don’t really see anything related to communication skills, however, until the expectations column where you mention “written and oral formats”.  It could, of course, fall under #5 within the category of “necessary academic knowledge and required competencies.”
Objectives are clear, programmatic, and measurable.  Nice job incorporating graduate programs goals into your program objectives.  The only one that I didn’t see mentioned was the written communication.

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 2, M.S. Biological Sciences

Level 2, M.S. in Natural Sciences
	You have a good blend of direct and indirect measures here that appear to be collected at various points in the curriculum, so that’s good.  See previous response for suggestions on moving forward.
I would be happy to look at drafts of the instruments to be developed by the new coordinator should he or she want some feedback.  The development of such instruments is a good idea and will provide greater consistency and measurement across time.

	Expectations
	Level 2-3, M.S. Biological Sciences

Level 1-2 , M.S. in Natural Sciences
	The expectations are clear and appropriate for the most part.  Be careful about using grades as an expectation.  How can you fully connect that course grade to the objective and what does it tell you about student learning of the objective?
I would caution you to understand that grades often encompass many issues/criteria that do not speak to the objective, so they do not often provide good assessment data—unless they are connected to primary trait analysis that specifically speaks to the objective in question.  Your plans to develop a rubric will help.

	Results
	Level 2,M.S. Biological Sciences

Level 2, M.S. in Natural Sciences
	Results are being collected and used, and that’s a positive thing.  The test scores for the oral are impressive.  What does a grade of “C” in BIO 4750 and 5381 tell you about the third objective and students’ attainment of knowledge concerning quantitative skills?  
Grades are collected.  It is not evident what these results tell the faculty in the program about student learning.  Students are creating research proposals and projects, but do you have data that directly speaks to the objectives you have established so you can determine how well the program meets the objectives through the data collected?

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 2, M.S. Biological Sciences

Level 2, M.S. in Natural Sciences
	A feedback loop is in place and will be back on track, hopefully, this coming academic year.
The feedback loop appears to be in place.


* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist for the Primary Traits listed for each level.





