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PART ONE

	What are the learning objectives?
	How, where, and when are they assessed? 
	What are the expectations?
	What are the results?
	Committee/ person responsible?  How are results shared?

	1.  Students will demonstrate the ability to use appropriate laboratory skills to successfully fill employment opportunities or enter doctoral and professional programs.
	During laboratory exercises and examinations in graduate courses, graduate research projects, and graduate student exit survey.


	85% of graduate students will demonstrate appropriate use of laboratory equipment in graduate courses that have a laboratory component; 85% of graduate students will demonstrate evidence of proper laboratory skills in research projects
	Based on grades in graduate courses with a laboratory component in AY 08-09, 100% of graduate students demonstrated acceptable laboratory skills; 93% of graduating students demonstrated proper laboratory skills in research projects – of these, 79% completed a research-based thesis.
	Instructors in graduate courses, faculty research mentors, Biological Sciences Graduate Coordinator (BSGC). 

BSGC tabulates results and shares data with faculty.  

	2.  Students will demonstrate appropriate principles, methods, and strategies for conducting and communicating original scientific research to successfully fill employment opportunities or enter doctoral and professional programs.
	Students will demonstrate appropriate principles, methods, and strategies for conducting original scientific research to successfully fill employment opportunities or enter doctoral and professional programs.
	85% of graduate students will demonstrate the ability to present and discuss evidence of original scientific research in written and oral formats.

Students will publish results of their research in scientific journals
	During AY 08-09, 11/14 (79%) Biological Sciences graduates completed Master’s theses, 11/14 (79%) graduate students made presentations at scientific meetings while at EIU.

2 students published scientific manuscripts of their research as either author or co-author.
	BSGC 

BSGC tabulates results and shares data with faculty.


	3.  Students will demonstrate appropriate quantitative skills to successfully fill employment opportunities or enter doctoral and professional programs.


	Students are strongly advised to take BIO 4750 (Biometrics) or BIO 5381 (Advanced Biostatistics) prior to graduation.  Transcript monitored at graduation.
	80% of graduate students will demonstrate proficiency by completing either BIO 4750 or BIO 5381.
	During AY 08-09, 86% of 14 graduating graduate students earned a grade of C or better in either BIO 4750 or BIO 5381.  29% took both courses.


	BSGC 

BSGC tabulates results and shares data with faculty.



	4.  Students will demonstrate critical thinking and communication skills to successfully fill employment opportunities or enter doctoral and professional programs.
	M.S. capstone experience which includes an oral thesis/research defense and oral comprehensive examination.  

Student and peer evaluations of students in GTAP program


	More than 90% of graduate students are expected to pass the oral thesis/research defense and oral comprehensive examination on the first attempt.

100% of, the up to, 4 students participating in the program each year are expected to receive positive evaluations.
	During AY 08-09, 14/14 (100%) graduate students passed their oral thesis/research and comprehensive examination on the first attempt

There were 2 students in the program in AY 2008-2009.  They received strong evaluations from GTAP coordinator and >4/5 /5.0 scores on student evaluations
	Faculty research mentors, graduate student committees, BSGC. 

BSGC tabulates results and shares data with faculty.

GTAP coordinator evaluates students in the program and shares results with faculty.

	5. Graduate students will demonstrate necessary academic knowledge and required competencies to gain full-time employment or admission to doctoral and professional programs.


	Graduate student employment or admission to doctoral and professional programs.

Graduate teaching assistants are evaluated, at the end of each year, by faculty to whom they are assigned.
	More than 90% of graduate students will be offered full-time employment or admitted to doctoral and professional programs following graduation

More than 90% of graduate students will receive positive reviews from faculty mentors to whom they are assigned. 
	2008-2009 graduates were employed (6 in biology, 1 in law enforcement) or entered Ph.D./professional programs (7) at the rate of 14/14 (100%).  
All 17 graduate assistants received positive reviews from faculty
	BSGC

BSGC tabulates results and shares data with faculty


PART TWO

Describe what your program’s assessment accomplishments since your last report was submitted.  Discuss ways in which you have responded to the CASA Director’s comments on last year’s report or simply describe what assessment work was initiated, continued, or completed.


The main progress during the 12008-2009 AY was implementation of the Graduate Teaching Assistant Program (GTAP).  Two students participated during this assessment period and 4 students have signed up to participate in the 09-10 AY.  From all evaluations, the students are doing an outstanding job and faculty professes to now be on board.


The program has prepared a first choice report in spring 2009.  The presentation for approval is planned for Fall semester 2009.

PART THREE
Summarize changes and improvements in curriculum, instruction, and learning that have resulted from the implementation of your assessment program.  How have you used the data?  What have you learned?  In light of what you have learned through your assessment efforts this year and in past years, what are your plans for the future?  

With the successful implementation of the GTAP, the department can now reexamine the proposal to implement a standardized Qualifying Examination. If established, this instrument will provide guidance in the design of student study plans as well as another way to identify courses the department should develop to better serve students.  The next assessment goals will be to discuss the development of standardized rubrics for application to processes such as study plan development and thesis defense.

Please complete a separate worksheet for each academic program (major, minor) at each level (undergraduate, graduate) in your department.  Worksheets are due to CASA this year by June 15, 2009.  Worksheets should be sent electronically to � HYPERLINK "mailto:kjsanders@eiu.edu" ��kjsanders@eiu.edu� and should also be submitted to your college dean.  For information about assessment or help with your assessment plans, visit the Assessment webpage at � HYPERLINK "http://www.eiu.edu/~assess/" ��http://www.eiu.edu/~assess/� or contact Karla Sanders in CASA at 581-6056.	
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