
Comparisons of Qualitative Data from 2003-2006 Alumni Surveys 
 

The following table illustrates the comment categories from the question, What had the 
most positive impact on you during your time at Eastern?  
 

 
Topics 

1 Year Out 
2003 Graduates 
(2004 Survey) 

5 Years Out 
2000 Graduates 
(2005 Survey) 

9 Years Out 
1997 Graduates 
(2006 Survey) 

Professors/advisors 
 

54% 47% 43% 

Programs/courses 
 

32% 31% 40% 

Social life 
 

21% 31% 26% 

Co-curriculum 
 

12% 12% 5% 

Community and staff 
 

7% 15% 4% 

Personal growth 
 

5% 8% 7% 

 
 
 

Alumni Comments--Positive Impact by Year
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One Year Out Alumni Survey Positive Comments 
(2003 Graduates; 2004 Survey)
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Five Years Out Alumni Survey Positive Comments 
(2000 Graduates; 2005 Survey)
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Nine Years Out Alumni Survey Positive Comments 
(1997 Graduates; 2006 Survey)
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The following table illustrates the comment categories from the question, What had the 
most negative impact on you during your time at Eastern?  
 

 
Topics 

1 Year Out 
2003 Graduates 
(2004 Survey) 

5 Years Out 
2000 Graduates 
(2005 Survey) 

9 Years Out 
1997 Graduates 
(2006 Survey) 

Professors/advisors 
 

23% 18% 22% 

Programs/courses 
 

24% 25% 25% 

Social life 
 

14% 8% 21% 

Co-curriculum 
 

3% 2% 1% 

Community and staff 
 

32% 20% 24% 

Personal growth/issues 
 

1% 5% 1% 

Nothing Negative 
 

24% 35% 22% 

 
 

Alumni Comments--Negative Impact by Year
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One Year Out Alumni Survey Negative Comments 
(2003 Graduates; 2004 Survey)
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Five Years Out Alumni Survey Negative Comments 
(2000 Graduates; 2005 Survey)

35%

18%
25%

8%

2%

20%

5%

Nothing negative
Professors/advisors
Programs/courses
Social life
Co-Curriculum
Community & Staff
Personal issues

 
 

Nine Years Out Alumni Survey Negative Comments 
(1997 Graduates; 2006 Survey)
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The 2006 alumni survey marked the first year that cohort groups could be compared by 
the number of years since graduation.  The tables that follow compare qualitative 
responses from two survey administrations of alumni nine years after graduation. 
 

Graduates 9 Years Out--Positive Impact:
A Comparison of Two Cohorts
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Graduates 9 Years Out--Negative Impact: 
A Comparison of Two Cohorts

24%

20% 21%

13%

3%

20%

5%

22% 22%
25%

21%

1%

24%

1%
0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

Noth
ing

 ne
gati

ve

Prof
es

so
rs/

ad
vis

ors

Prog
ram

s/C
ou

rse
s

Soc
ial

 lif
e

Co-c
urr

icu
lum

Com
mun

ity
 & Staff

Pers
on

al
2003 Survey
1994 graduates

2006 Survey
1997 graduates

 

Comparison of Qualitative Data from Alumni Surveys 
Prepared by the Center for Academic Success and Achievement, January 2007, p.5 


