Theatre Student Achievments
Students are regularly recognized at the ACTF festival in 

IRENE RYAN PERFORMANCE AWARDS COMPETIION and DESIGN (Costume and Set)

Students audition at regional and local auditions in competition for various roles and performance opportunities.

4 receive talented student awards

8 receive excellence in fine arts awards

Several participate in the Departmental and University Honors Program

Specific Students (there are others):

 a. Chris Pomery, who graduated in 1995, is now in Chicago. He's

been working in theatre since his graduation--first with a traveling

children's theatre co., next at Barter theatre for 3-4 years. Now he's in

Chicago, trying to start a theatre co. So far, Chris has (I quote a recent

letter) "managed to persuade a member of Steppenwolf Theatre's artistic

staff, Curt Columbus, to allow us to produce a world premiere of his

translation of 'The Cherry Orchard' in spring 2003 at Stage Left in

Chicago. Right now, Chris is in fund-raising mode.

 b. Ken Barnett (grad. 1990) for the past three years, he has

been resident scenic designer at the Chattanooga Theatre Centre. Like

Chris (above), Ken has been involved in theatre since he graduated. He

began as a props designer/builder at the New American Theatre in Rockford,

IL, as soon as he graduated.

 c. Brett Kashanitz (grad. 1995 or approx.) moved to Chicago, where

he has been engaged in every aspect of non-profit theatre almost

continuously. He's designed and built costumes (a special interest while

he was here), designed and built props, acted in musical and non-musical

shows (Brett is a song-and-dance man as well), and recently he's moved

into scenic design and directing.

