BIO Active Student Learning Opportunities

· Students in the biological sciences have ample opportunity to work with faculty mentors on research projects.  The department mentors over 30 undergraduate research projects/year.  Furthermore, the department has a very research active M.S. Program where essentially all (n=20-25/year) do thesis research.  

· All students in the Biological Sciences Honors program are required to complete a Senior thesis.  

· All students in Biological Sciences are encouraged to present results of their research at regional, national and international scientific meetings; a majority of our students do podium presentations and/or poster presentations and many publish results of their research in peer-reviewed journals.   

· The Department of Biological Sciences is extremely proud of the fact that many of our students are co-authors with faculty on peer-reviewed manuscripts.  Since 2001, over 50 students have presented results of their research at meetings and over 30 have published peer-reviewed publications. 

· All students in the Environmental Biology (EVB) option are REQUIRED to conduct a 12 week (approximately 480 hours) internship working in some environmental capacity.  EVB students have interned in every state in the union and several foreign countries.  The MS Program also has an internship option; graduate students can elect to complete a 6 credit hour internship (3 months or longer).  37 EVB students conducted an internship in 2002 and 3 MS graduate students completed the internship option.  
· The Department of Biological Sciences has a very active Botany Club and Zoology Club; these two clubs meet twice a month each.  These organizations are student based (with faculty sponsors) and are involved in a variety of activities (inviting guest speakers, field trips, fund raisers, etc.).  In addition, the Department has a seminar program that meets on Fridays periodically throughout the academic year.  The department has a chapter of BETA BETA BETA, a national honor society in biology and EIU is the home office of PHI SIGMA, another national honor society.  The department also has a chapter of the pre-professional health society AED.  Over 150 students are actively involved in these groups.  
