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du dit district Kaskaskias, Ie quatrieme jour du mois de juillet mil-sept
cent-quatre-vingt-un. 

CARBO:::-rNEAUX, Greffier. 
NallS soussigne, Notaire et Greffier, en la corntce des Illinois au 

District des Kaskaskias, y resident soussigne, paroissc de l'Immacutee 
Conception de Notre-Dame, certifions que la capie cy-dessus et des 
autres parts est conforme a son original qui nous a ete presentt par feu 
Sieur Richard \Vinstan executcur testamentaire de feu l\fonsieur 
Richard McCarty pOUf l'cnregistrer a Finstant a lui remis et delivree 
par nous dit soussigne ce jourd'hui aux Kaskaskias Ie vingt-neuviemlZ 
jour du mois de jUin rnil-.;;ept-cent-quatre-vingt-neuf. 

CARBONNEAUX, Greffier. 
NOliS Jean-Baptiste Barbau, depute Lieutenant de la comtee des 

Illinois, capitaine et commandant a la prairie du Rocher &c certifions 
a tous qu'il appartiendra que .l\faitre Fran~ois Carbonneaux qui a signe 
la copie des autres parts, est notaire et Greffier en cette comtee, et que 
foy est ajoutee aux actes par lui delivres. En foy de quoy nous avons 
signes ces presentes a la prairie du Rocher, ce vingt neuvieme jour du 
mois de juin mil-sept-cent-quatre-vingt-neuf. 

BARDAU. 
[Translation. ) 

notary and clerk of the said District of Kaskaskia, the fourth day of 
the month of July, 178r. 

CARBONNEAUX, Clerk. 
VvTe the undersigned, notary and clerk, in the County of the Illinois, 

in the District of Kaskaskia, residing there, in the parish of the Im
maculate Conception of Our Lady, certify that the copy, above and on 
the other side, conforms to the original which has been presented to 
us by the late Richard Winston, executor of the late .M. Richard 1vI'Carty, 
10 be recorded and immediately returned to him j and the said copy 
has been delivered by us this day at Kaskaskia, the twenty-ninth day 

of June, '789. 
CARHON:r.,·.EAUX, Clerk. 

\Ve, Jean Baptiste Barbau, Deputy Lieutenant of the County of 
the Illinois, Captain and Commandant at Prairie du Rocher etc., 
certify to whom it may concern that J\Iastcr FranIYois Carbonneaux, 
who has signed the copy on the other side, is notary and clerk in this 
county and that faith should be given to the instruments delivered by 
him. In faith of \vhich we have signed these presents at Prairie du 
Rocher, this twenty-ninth day of the month of June, 1789. 

PETITION TO THE GOVER'lOR, MAY 4, 1781 

PETITION TO TilE GOVER~OR OF VIRGINIA FROM THE INHABITANTS OF 

KASKASKIA, May 4, I78I 
[M. C., T. MSS.- A. D. S.] 

A Son Excellence Mr. Le Gouverneur de Virginie &c., &c., &c. 
Supplient tres humblement Les habitants des KasKasKias Illinois 

et (Jnt Lhonncur de Vous representer tres respectueusement quils 
auroient reIYO Mr. Le Colonel Clark et ceux qui L accompagnoient avec 
tout Le zelle possible en 3.rrivant dans ce pays, espcrant Jouir Comme 
nos Compatriotes d'une Vraye Liberte comme il nous La assure 

Les Suppliantes, ont fourni toutte Les provisions necessaires aux 
troupes a un prix assez modjque. qui leurs ant ete payees avec une 
monnoye de Cartes et Lettres de change qun nous a dit valoir des 
piastres Espagnolles avee lequel argent nont pu avoir leurs Besoins ny 
en faire aueun employ et usage par Consequent nous est reste entre les 
mains de nulle Valleur quant aCeIa nous navons aucune plaintes contre 
Ledt Sieur Clark j qui nous a laisse Sous Ie commandement des 11r. 
MtGomery	 duquel nous allons faire Le detail de Son administration. 

a este fourny soixante Milliers de farine au mains a Compt~r depuis 

[Translation.] 

To his Excellency, the Governor of Virginia, etc., etc. 
The inhabitants of Kaskaskia in Illinois very humbly pray, and have 

the honor to make known to you that they received Colonel Clark and 
those, who accompanied him, with all the zeal possible, when the latter 
arrived in this country, because they hoped to enjoy, as do our fellow
citizens, a true liberty as had been promised to them. 

The suppliants have furnished all the necessary provisions for the 
troops at a price sufficiently moderale, which provisions were paid for 
in a paper-money and letters of exchange which Colonel Clark told us 
were equal in value to Spanish piastres; and with this money [those \vho 
received it] were not able to procure what they needed or to make any 
use of it. Consequently it remained on our hands, since it was ()f no 
value. In regard to thi~ we have no complaint to make against the 
said ~L Clark, who left us under the command of ~I. I\fontg(JlIlery, of 
whose administration, we shall give a detailed account". 

He was furnished with sixty thousand pounds of flour at Jea~t, 

counting from the autumn of the year 1779 until the month of M:.1Yl 
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Lautonne mil sept cent Soixante dix neuf, Jusques au fiois de may mil 
Sept cent quatre vingt, qui Estoit tout cc qui pouvoit Estrc ate reIa 
Estoit plus que Suffisant pour la Subsistancc de trente IlUit hommes de 
troupe y compris Les officicrs t puis quil en 3. traith~ pour Son pIoprc 
compte sur la Rive Espagnolle; non content de Cela, a donne des 
ordres a Sa troupe dailer de rnaison en maison armee, pour prendre de 
force ce quils trouveroient de farine. 

a fait tuer aCoups de mousquet dans Les Rues ala porte des ~r.1ngc~ 

et meme dans les Cours quantite de nos annimaux domestiques, touttes 
fois et quarrtes Ie Caprice Iuy dictoit, malgrc Les fournitures de Viandc a 
luy faittes, alars les Suppliants luy ont represente quilles ruinoit totalle
ment et que ce nestoit plus Joliir de La Libcrte qui leur Estoit promise 
par L)honorable Colonel Clark charge disoit-il des Estats unis de La
merique; Sa reponse fut, que sil y avoit quclqu'uncs de meconten+'i, 
quils pouvoient Se preparer a tenir leurs armes en Estat et que luy et Sa 
troupe Estoient touts pretes apparamment quil Vouloit faire main Casse 

,sur nous ce que nous avons souffert Patiamment. 
1-Ir Le Colonel1-ftGomery a fait une Infinite dinsultes aux habitants 

[TranslaL'ion.] 

1780, which was all that could be collected. It was more than enough 
for the maintenance of thirty-eight troopers, including the officers, since 
he traded therewith on his own account on the Spanish shore. Not 
satisfied with this he ordered his troops to go, under arms, from house 
to house in order to seize by force what flour they could find. 

He has caused to be shot, in the streets, before the barn-doors, and 
even in the very yards, a number of our domestic animals, at all times 
and whenever caprice dictated, in spite of the supplies of meat that had 
been given him. \Vhen the suppliants showed him that he was totally 
ruining them and that this was no longer the enjoyment of.that liberty 
that had been promised to them by the honorable Colonel Clark, who 
was commissioned, as h~ said, by the United States of America, his 
answer was that, if there ,",'ere any ,""ho ,vere disatisfied, they could 
prepare themselves to keep their weapons in condition, and that he 
and his troop ,vere all ready.1 Apparently he was ,villing 10 slaughter 
us all, and this is the kind of treatment we have suffered paliently. 

Colond Montgomery has continuously insulted the inhabitants of 

1 For (his Ihrc;l1, scp ,mil!, jJ, 150. 

~ 
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de ce pays qui apres avoir implore sa Clemence Les arc~us Brusquement 
alors ils ont demandc a la Cour civille de Sommer ce Commandant de 
donner un Estat de la trou~ qui Composoit Sa Garnison ce quil a 
Refuse malgrc nos Justes et soumises representations il nous a traitte 
dimpertinents; it navoit garde de Se Soustraire a la dcmande du peuple, 
puisquil nourissoit aux depens du publique, quantite de familIes y com
pris enfants et Esclaves qui navoient aucun rapport avec ]a garnison. 

ah quil Est douloureux a. un peuple aussy bien soumis et porte dis
clination a S unir avec Lamerique; de Se Voir frustris aussy injuste
ment; par des personnes qui Estoient a tous Egards obliges de prendre 
Leurs Interets; pour recompense, illeur est reste SeuJement des papiers 
dout on ne peut faire aucun us<-~ge, tandis que ceux qui Estoient en place 
sils avoient voulu accomplir leur promesse auroient fait honneur avec 
des marchandises cela auroit Epargne quantite de fraix aux habitants 
pour leur procurer La rentree des fonds de ce papier, et nauroient point 
Couru de risques dans un Circuit de Chemin aussy dangercux par 
Rapport aux Barbares d'autant mieux que Lestat de Virginie ne Seroit 
plus reliquataire envers eux 

[Translation.] 

this country, who, after having implored his clemency, received such 
insults impatiently. Then they demanded that the civil court summon 
the commandant to give an account of the condition of the troops that 
composed his garrison. This he refused to do in spite of our just and 
humble representiltions. He treated us as impertinent. He was careful 
not to submit to the demand of the people, since he was feeding, at the 
public expense, a number of families, including children and slaves, 
who had no connection whatever with the garrison. I 

Ah [ how grievous it is for a people, so submissive and anxious to 
unite with America, to see themselves frustrated so unjustly by persons 
who were bound by every tie to protect their interests. As a recompense, 
there remained in their hands only some papers, with which they can 
do nothing, while those who were in authority, if they had wished to 
fulfill their promises, should have honored these with merchandise. 
This \vould have spared great expense to the inhabitants in procuring 
for them the payment of the principal of this paper-money; and they 
would not have had to run risks over roads so dangerous because of the 
Indians; and still better the State of Virginia would no longer be their 
debtor. 

1 The p;lpers rderred (0 ~re printed ante, pp. 136, 140. 

, 
J 



237 

r
 
236 ILLIl\'OIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIO="S I 

aprcs tous ces faits Rtitercs Le dit sieur ~1tGomery s'est retire et 
nous a laissc Sous Ie Commandement de 11.11" Rogers, qui nous a reduit 
u:.lns la plus tristc scituation Ce Second it I)areillement faii: tuer tous nos 
annlmaux comme :.lyoit cy devant fait Le dit Sr. :MtGomery j.. 

A fait prendre Ie bois de Chautfage dans les Cours des hahitants a 
force darmes, oil l'un des enfants d'un magistra aVoulu luy representer 
poliment quils ne devoicnt pas prendre d'autorite; alors ce com· 
mandant de Concert avec ~[r. Dodge Lont fait emprisonner et menace 
Le pere de pareLHe tlUnition. 

Enfin voufant Jouer de Son reste a Vendu et brule en partie tous les 
pieux, ruine tous les bitiments d'un fort appartenant a des Citoyens de 
cet endroit, apres touttes ces molestations, a Ecrit a la Cour civille. 
EtabEe par :Mr. Le Colonel tood, conformement aux Loix de L'hon
orable assembles de Virginie, une Lettre diffamatoire disant quil Cas
seroit toutte la magistrature et fouleroit aux pieds, sils ne vouloient pas 
rcndrc J ustiee a ~fr. Bentley qui a refuse Ie Serment de fidelite ainsy 
quit Est prescrH par L 'aete de laelt!'" assemhlt::e. 

[Translation.] 

After all these acts. which we have mentioned, the said M. Mont~ 

gomery went ,l\vay and left us under the command of M. Rogers, who 
reduced us to the saddest condition. This second commandant has 
also caused all our animals to be killed as had been done before by the 
said ~I. :Montgomery. ~. 

He has caused the firewood to be forcibly seized in the very yards 
of the inhabitants. \:Vhen one of the children of a magistrate saw fit 
to inform him politely that he had no right to take it, this command
ant, acting with JL Dodge, had this child put in prison, and they 
threatened tbe father with a similar punishment. 

ln short, wishing to play to the limit, he sold and partially burned all 
the pickets and tore down all the structure of a fort belonging to some 
citizens of this place. After all these impositions he wrote to the civil 
court, established by Colonel Todd according to the laws of the hon~ 

mabIe Assembly of Virginia, a defamatory letter, saying that he would 
abolish the magistracy and crush it under his feet, if the magistrates did 
not wish to render justice to ~L Bentley, who had refused to take the 
oJ-th of allegiance as is prescribed by the act of the said Assembly.l 

1 Sec IInfr, pp. 20(" ZIL 't 
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II convient d'eclercir Son Excellence des promesses (lui ont Ete 
faittes aux suppliants par Le Sieur dodge propose a LeITet pour payer 
les fournitures faittes aux troupes de Lestat, en m:l.rchandises a bOJlne 
composition, bien loins d'y satisfaire puis qu'il a servy dinstrument pour 
autorizer les plus grandes Vexations. 

Mr. Le Colonel de la Blame Venant du Congres muni d'une Com
mission dinspecteur general de toutte La Cavallerie dans Lamerique 
avec une Lettre de recommandation adressee aux suppliants, par Mr. 
fauler, qui Estoit cy devant notre Commandant) a present officier dans 
Ie service ameriquain au fort Pite, Laditte Lettre en datte du 25 Juin 
1780j a Leve des volontaires pour allcr au detroit combatre Lennemy 
et a trouve apropos a \o'ec Laprobation de Mr. MtGomery de prendre 
I.e PavilIon frans:ois pour se mettre a Labry des Insultes des Indiens 
mal Intentionnes, touttes les dcpenses faittes pour cette Expedition, 
ont Et€ aUK frais des habitants et non a ceux de I.estatj I.e :Malheur 
a Voulu quil ait Ete defait apres un coup Glorieux, notre confLance 
Estoit en luy puis quit Estoit charge de nos affaires. 

[Translation.] 

It is fltting to enlighten your Excellency concerning the promises 
which were made to the suppliants by M. Dodge, who proposed to pay 
for the supplies, furnished the troops of the state, in merchandise on 
good terms; but he has been very far from givfng satisfaction in this, 
sinee he served as an instrument to authorize the greatest vexations. 

Colonel de la Balme, who came from Congress, provided with a 
commission of insprctor general of all the cavalry in America, and with 
a letter of recommendation, dated June 25, 1780, addressed to the sup
pliants by 1f. Fowler, who was formerly our commandant and, at 
present, an officer in the American service at Fort Pitt, has mustered 
some volunteers in ordcr to go to Detroit to fight the enemy. He found 
it of advantage, with the approbation of M. M:ontgomery, to take the 
French flag so as to be protected against the attacks of hostile Indians. 
All the expenses of this expedition were at the cost of the inhabitants 
and not ;1t the cost of the state. Fortune decreed that he should be 
defeated after a glorious achievement. Our confldence was in him, 
since he was intrusted with our affairs.! 

1 The papers :ne printed in chap. \'. 
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1-Irs Rugers et dodge nUllS ont attribue un Crime en ce que Les 
Suppliants avoicnt Charge a Mr d'un Ecrit adrcsse au ministre de france I 
a filadclfie dans Lequel its Ie prient de Sinteresser pour eux au Congres 

I 

.)
camrne il est aproxirnit€ et prendre meme Leurs Interests pour mettre 
fin aUK torts qui leurs Etoient fait par la troupe de Virginie 

tOllS reS mauvais traittements Sont La Cause que de nos meillcurs 
habitants Se Sont Retirer SOllS Ie gouvernement Espagnol, Et d'autre 
qui attendent Votre Justice, prcferant Les Loix despagne; ala tiranye .; 
et despotisme quils ant Souffert de la part de Vas Gens. 

A ees Causes et autres aSupplier de droit Les Suppliants Recourent 
a Votre Excellence a ce Qu'il Luy Plaise Examiner Leur Estat deplor
able et Comme its sont reduit par des gens quils regardent Comme leurs 

IICompatriotes, ainsy quilleur avoh Ete assure dont iis se Sont trouves 
dechGs par quantile de Calamilecs Jusques au depart de Mr. Rogers I

" 

Commandant; En Consequence ils Esperent que pareille rnonopolle 
ne Regnera plus chez eux a lavenir leur rendres Justice du passe et ils 

ITranslation.] 

MM. Rogers and Dodge accused the suppliants of committing a 
crime, because they entrusted to M. (de la'Balme] a \vriting addressed 
to the minister of France at Philadelphia, in which they prayed him to 
act for their interests in Congress, as he was near, and to attempt to I 
put a stop to the wrongs which were being practiced against them by 
the troops of Virginia.! I 

All these acts of tyranny are the causes that our best inhabitants 
have withdrawn to the Spanish government, and others, who were ex
pecting your justice, prefer Spanish laws to the tyranny and despotism 
which they have suffered at the hand of your people.' ~. 

On account of these causes and others, the suppliants have, in accord
ance with justice, come to your Excellency to petition that it may please 
you to examine their deplorable condition and how they are reduced 
by those persons whom they regarded as their fellow-citizens, as they 
had been assured, and by whom they founn themselves oppressed by 
all sorts of calamities up to the time of the departure of M. Rogers, , 
commandant. Consequently, they hope that a similar monopoly of 
powers will no longer reign, in the future, amongst them, and that you 

1 Sl:'C anlt, p. 189.
 

2This exodus begau as @arly as 17i9. was gr{';ltly accelerated aflrr 1787, and conlinurd till the
 
end 01 the century. I II. H is/. Collections, ii., consult IndclI unrler "emigratIOn." I·,{I
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ne Cesseront de prier Pour La Conservation des precieux Jours de Votre4: :{l. 
~. 

Excellence,,~~~. 

CIIARLEVILLE PERE A~TOINE JANIS FR CORSET 

DANIEL BLOUIN LACHANSE BARUTELi 
t ,,

A).;TOINE nUYAT FR. CRARLEVILLE LON VAL 
'v 

NICOLA LA CHANSE BTE LACHANSE LOUIS BRAZAUX 

JEAN BAPTISTE BAVVAIS LOUIS nUYAT JEAN CHOISSER 

PIERRE PREXO ANTOINE BAUVAIS VITALE BAUVAIS 

MARIANE CONANTE C DANIS GODIN 

CHARLES CHARLEVILLE Lams LONVAL BTE CHARLEVILLE 

, JEAN nAPTISTE JANIS AJ:lJ:E BUYAT A MORIN 

VEUVE DELISL.E FRANCOIS JANIS JAms 

PELTIER FILS ANTOINE PELTIER 

!\·brqul' de JEAN r,ARuE Marque de HENRY RELHIER 
FAcsnlILE 01' 'SIGNATURES TO THE PETITION TO .. II MICHEL PELTHIE II "MORENSIS 

TH E (;OVERNOR OF VIRGINIA, :YIAY 4, 17JlI

• [Translallan.] 
_.~-" will render them justice for the past; and they will not cease to pray 

for the preservation of the precious days of your Excellency. 

CHARLE VILLE SR. ANTOINE BAUVAIS,).\
\ DANIEL BLOUIN C. DANIS 

ANTOINE BUYAT LOUIS LONVAL, 
NICOLAS LACHANSE AYME BUYAT 

JEA).; BAPTISTE BAVVAIS FRANyOIS JANIS 

PIERRE PRENO. ANTOI).;F, PELLETIER 

:MARgNE CON.-\NTE. FR. CORSET 

CHARLES CHARLEVILLE BARUTEL 

JEAN BAPTISTE JX~IS LO~VAL
"". \Vmow DELISLE LOUIS BRAZEAUX.<:

.., PELLETIER JR. JEAN CHOISSER, 
ANTOINE JANIS VITAL BAUVAIS';'::' ;:-~,.., LACIIANSE GOIlIN 

FR. CHARLEVILLE BAPTISTE CHARLEVILLE 

BAPTlSTE LACHA).;SE A. l\fORIN 

LOUIS BUYAT JA)/IS-""'!o_.... ~ '. '';:'ii-?', .. J;;~;",;;<.-.;,.w"; "., Mark of JEAN LA RUE Mark of HENRY RELHIER 

II 'I MICHEL PELTffIE " ")'fORA~CY 

... ,T·.if'M· 




