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Ordinance of 1787,

Green river and Tennessee river, which have
been reserved by law for the Virginia troops
upon continental establishment, should, from the
North Carolina line bearing in further upon the
Cumberland lands than was expected, prove in-
sufficient for their legal bounties, the deficiency
should be made up to the said troops in good
lands, to be laid off between the river Scioto
and Little Miami, on the north-west side of the
river Ohio, in such proportions as have been
engaged to them by the laws of Virginia. That
all the lands within the territory so ceded to the
[lnited States, and not reserved for or appropri-
ated to any of the before mentioned purposes,

or disposed of in bounties to the oficers and sol-
diers of the American army, shall be considered
as a common fund for the use and benefit of such
of the United States as have become, or shall
become members of the confedecation or federal
alliance of the said states, Virg'nia inclusive,
according 1o the usual respective proportions in
the general charge and expenditure, and shall
be faithfully and bona fide ‘lisposed of for that
purpose, and for no other use or purpose what-
soever. Provided, that the trust hereby reposed
in the delegates of this state shall not be exe-
cuted, unless three of them, at least, are present
in Congress.

DEED OF CESSION FROM VIRGINIA.

xi Hen. Stat. Va. 571.
1 Mar. 178 L.

To all who shall see these presents, we, Thomas
Jefferson, Samuel Hardy, Arthur Lee, and
James Monroe, the underwritten delegates for
the commonwealth of Virginia, in the Congress
of the United States of America, send greet-
ing :

Whereas, the general assembly of the common-
wealth of Virginia, at their sessions begun on
the 20th day of October, 1783, passed an act,
entitled, “ An act to authorize the delegates of
this state in Congress, to convey to the United
States in Congress assembled, all the right of
this commonwealth to the territory north-west-
ward of the river Ohio, in these words follow-
ing, to-wit : 7 — [Here follows the act of cession.

And whereas, the said general assembly, by
their resolution of June 6th, 1783, had consti-
tuted and appointed us, the said Thomas Jeffer-
son, Samuel Hardy, Arthur Lee, and James
Monroe, delegates to represent the said com-
monwealth in Congress, for one year from the
first Monday in November then next following,

which resolution remains in full force: Now,
therefore, know ye, that we, the said Thomas
Jefferson, Samuel Hardy,” Arthur Lee, and
James Monroe, by virtue of the power and au-
thority committed to us by the act of the said
general assembly of Virginia, before recited ;
and in the name and forand on behalf of the
said commonwealth do, by these presents, con-
vey, transfer, assign, and make over unto the
United States in Congress assembled, for the ben-
efit of the said states, Virginia inclusive, all right,
title, and claim, as well of soil as of jurisdiction,
which the said commonwealth hath to the terri-
tory or tract of country within the limits e’ the
Virginia charter, situate, lying and being to the
north-west of the river Ohio, to and for the use
and purposes and on the conditions of the said
recited act. Intestimony whereof, we have here-
unto subscribed our names and affixed our seals,
in Congress, the 1st day of March, in the year o
our Lord 1784, and of the independence of the
United States the 8th.

ORDINANCE OF 1787.

Passed by Congress,

sitting under the articles of Confederation *for the government of the territory of the United

States, north-west of the river Ohio,” 13 July, 1787. — 1 Stat. at Large, 51 (a).

1. Be it ordained, by the United States in Con-
gress assembled, That the said territory, for the
purpose of temporary government. be one dis-
trict; subject, however, to be divided into two
districts, as future circumstances may, in the
opinion of Congress, make it expedient.

9. Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid,
That the estate both of resident and non-resi-
dent proprietors in the said territory, dying in-
testate, shall descend to, and be distributed
among, their children and the descendants of a
deceased child in equal parts, the descendants of
a deceased child or grand-child to take the share
of their deceased parent in equal parts among
them : and where there shall be no children or
descendants, then in equal parts to the next of
kin, in equal degree ; and among collaterals, the

chililren of a deceased brother or sister of the in-
testate shall have, in equal parts among them,
their deceased parent’s share ; and there shall,
in no case, be a distinction Letween kindred of
the whole and half blood ; saving in all cases to
the widow of the intestate, her third part of the
real estate for life, and one-third part of the per-
sonal estate ; and thislaw relative to descent and
dower, shall remain in full force until altered by
the legislature of the district. And uatil the gov-
ernor and judges shall adopt laws as hereinafter
mentioned, estates in the said territory may be
devised or bequeathed by wills in writing, signed
and sealed by him or her in whom the estate
may be, (being of full age,) and attested by
three witnesses ; and real estate may be conveyed
by lease and release, or bargain and sale, signed,



