A pirict obasrvance of the Babbath dny was emf oreed
thronghout the whole journey, and whesever a homsa could be
found for the Bnhbath servies my grandfather Edward bit-
ehell would preach, and if no suitable placs could be procured,
religions serviess wonld be held in a tent or under the shade
of troes, all the families uniting in the worship of God ballow-
ing 1he day, and making it one of rest for mon and Tenst. And
the Lard blessed thim, He threw mround them alt His protec-
tion and cnre, and enabled them to reach their destinntion in
safety without the loss of life or property. We all srrived
in the tercitory the Inst of May or June, and in the month of
Deecmber following, 1618, Tllinois betame a Stote.  Sowoe
wisties in regard to the black servants, belonging to the several
families who emigrated to the State at that time may be
prope, and 1 now speak from my personal knowledge: that
while my grandfather pnd usele SBamnel Mitehell amid nials
Tilghman H, West set their negroes free, but retmined for
vears severnl of them, my fatber and uncle Henry F, West
retained theirs in servitude until by a decision of the Supreme
Court of the state, slovery was abolished. 'I’h.eminrm! lon-
eatly that they had the parfect right under the titution of
the Tnited States government te own them and care for them,
and the subssquent history of most if oot all of them, has
desnomstrated the fact, that freedem has mot bronght to them
the blessings anticipated. I wish however to make thess
pasitive declarntions that both Annt Betty the mother, Aunt
Harriet my nurss from infoney were ever kind to the three
mutherless ehildren my sister Franees Ann, my brother Henja-
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min and myself, That I grew up to love them as T did Uncles
Jer}'y and John and for their fidelity and tenderness, T hold
thelir memories very precious. 1 ever treated them as mem-
bers of the family, not ae slaves, and when I had grown to
rﬂm_ﬂhﬂ-ud it eonatituted o part of my happiness to provide for
their wants and repay the debt of gratitude I recognized as
their due. When a boy I worked with them side by side, and
I never employed them for a day that I did not pay them after

they left the service of my father and brother,



