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Oreanic Laws or IrnNois.

Act of Virginia, 30 Dec. 1788.

dent, if’ such number be a majority of the whole
number of electors appointed ; and if no person
have a majority, then from the two highest num-
bers on the list, the senate shall choose the vice
president : a quorum for the purpose shall con-
sist of two-thirds of the whole number of sena-
tors, and a majority of the whole number shall
be necessary to a choice.

§ 3. But no person constitutionally ineligible
to the office of president shall be eligible to that
of vice president of the United States.

XIIIL. § 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary
servitude, except as a punishment for crime,
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted,
shall exist within the United States, or any
place subject to their jurisdiction.

§ 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this
article by appropriate legislation.

XIV. § 1. All persons born or naturalized in
the United States, and subject to the jurisdic-
tion thereof, are citizens of the United States
and of the state wherein they reside. No state
shall make or enforce any law which shall
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens
of the United States ; nor shall any state deprive
any person of life, liberty, or property, without
due process of law, nor deny to any person
within its jurisdiction the equal protection of
the laws.

§ 2. Representatives shall be apportioned
among the several states according to their re-,
spective numbers, counting the whole number of
persons in each state, excluding Indians not
taxed. But when the right to vote at any elec-
tion for the choice of electors for president and
vice president of the United States, represent-
atives in congress, the executive and judicial
officers of a state, or the members of the legisla-
ture thereof, is denied to any of the male inhab-
itants of such state, being 21 years of age, and
citizens of the United States, or in any way

abridged, except for participation in rebellion or
other crime, the basis of representation therein 1
shall be reduced in the proportion which the
number of such male citizens shall bear to the
whole number of male cltizens 21 years of age
in such state.

§ 8. No person shall be a senator or represent-
ative in congress, or elector of president and
vice president, or hold any office, civil or mili-
tary, under the United States, or under any
state, who, having previously taken an oath, as
a member of congress, or as an officer of the
United States, or as a member of any stat
legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer
of any state, to support the constitution of the
United States, shall have engaged in insurrec-
tion or rebellion against the same, or given aid
or comfort to the enemies thereof. But con- |
gress may, by a vote of two-thirds of each house,
remove such disability.

§ 4. The validity of the public debt of the
United States, authorized by law, including
debts incurred for payment of pensions and
bounties for services in suppressing insurrection
or rebellion, shall not Dbe questioned. DBut
neither the United States nor any state shall
assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred
in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the
United States, or any claim for the loss or
emancipation of any slave; but all such debts,
obligations, and claims shall be held illegal and &
void.

§ 5. The congress shall have power to en-
force, by appropriate legislation, the provisions =
of this article.

XV. § 1. The right of citizens of the United
States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by
the United States or by any state on account of
race, color, or previous condition of servitude.

§ 2. The congress shall have power to enforsg
this article by appropriate legislation.

ACT OF VIRGINIA, 30 DEC. 1788.
xii Hen. Stat. Va. 780.

Authorizing five states.

Whereas the United States in congress as-
sembled did, on the 7th day of July, in the year
-of our Lord 1786, state certain reasons, showing
:that a division of the territory which hath been
cceded to the United States, by this common-
wealth, into states, in conformity to the terms of
reession, should the same be adhered to, would be
“attended with many inconveniences, and did rec-
ommend a revision of the act of session, so far
as to empower congress to make such a division
of the said territory into distinct and republican
states, not more than five nor less than three in
number, ‘as the situation of that country and
future circumstances might require; and the
said United States in congress assembled, have,
m an ordinance for the government of the ter-
rritory north-west of the river Ohio, passed on
“the 13th of July, 1787, declared the following as

one of the articles of compact between the org-
inal states and the people and states in the said
territory, viz: [Here Art. 5 of the ordinance of
1787 is recited.

And it is expedient that this commonwealth
do assent to the proposed alteration, so as to
ratify and confirm the said article of compact
between the original states and the people and
states in the said territory :

Be it therefore, enacted, by the general as-
sembly, That the aforerecited article of compact,
between the original states and the people and
states in the territory north-west of Ohio river,
be and the same is hereby ratified and confirmed,
anything to the contrary in the deed of cession
of the said territory by this commony ealth to
the United States, notwithstanding.




