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Mr. Coleman was raised in Peoria, Illinois, graduating from Spalding Academy HS. He began his undergraduate studies at St. Ambrose University in Davenport, IA. Following three years in the U.S. Army including a tour in Vietnam he completed his undergraduate degree in Business Administration at IL State University in Normal, IL. He earned his Masters Degree at EIU in Technology with an emphasis in Training and Development.  Many of his classes were through the EIU Communication Studies Department.

In 1987 Mr. Coleman arrived in the Mattoon/Charleston, IL area to accept a position as Industrial Relations Manager at Blaw Knox Construction Equipment Corporation. The company was later bought out and moved out of the area. In 2001 and 2002 Mr. Coleman taught classes at EIU in Safety and Quality Management for the Department Of Technology. In 2003 he began teaching CMN 2030, Applied Communications and CMN 1310, Introduction to Speech Communications, for the Communication Studies Department and has been on board fulltime since.  In May 2012 he successfully led a Study Abroad trip to Ireland accompanied by an associate and 14 students. http://castle.eiu.edu/~edabroad/programs/facultyled/coleman.php
While in the Private Sector in the Coles County area he served as President of the Eastern Illinois Safety Management Association and President of the Eastern Illinois Human Resource Association. He has served on the Coles County United Way board and presently serves on the Committee of a local Boy Scout Troop, serves on the AFS Committee (Student Exchange Group), church Youth Group, and volunteer instructor for Junior Achievement.  When not in school he may be found singing with the Oratorio Society or other community group. His passion is boats, preferably without motors.  In the spring he will be on the St Francis, a white water river with his canoe and later on the tamer rivers touring with the family. He sails inland lakes and crews offshore. As a sailing instructor with American Sailing Association he shares his talents teaching sailing classes with the Carlyle Sailing Association, Carlyle, IL. He is a Volunteer Instructor with the IL DNR and teaches a Safe Boating class. 

An experienced MC, Speaker, Trainer, Youth Group leader, he enjoys bringing his 25 plus years in the Private Sector to the class room.

He loves to travel, has hosted an exchange student for a full school year on two occasions and encourages all students to study abroad. He will again lead a four week Study Abroad trip to Ireland in May 2014. 

Mr. Coleman is married with three grown daughters, two sons-in-law and a grandson.  

"A Ship is safe in harbor but that’s not what they are made for"
-John Shedd 

