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Eastern Illinois University

Department of Foreign Languages

College of Arts and Humanities

Elementary Spanish I

Spring 2013

FLS 1101-004

MTR 5:00 pm-6:15 pm

Coleman Hall 1130

Instructor: Dr. Irene S. Coromina

Email: icoromina@eiu.edu

Office: Coleman Hall 1361

Office Telephone: 217-581-5311

Office Hours: M 3:10 pm-4:00 pm; T 10:30 am-11:30 am; R 11 am-12 pm 

Text:

Bill VanPatten, Michael J. Leeser and Gregory D. Keating, Sol y viento: Beginning Spanish (3rd  ed.).  New York: McGraw-Hill, 2011.

Course Objectives:

In Elementary Spanish I, you will learn to greet people; introduce yourself and others; talk about school; identify and describe things, people and places; count; discuss daily schedules, activities and the weather; tell time; express your needs and desires; say what you or others own; ask questions; discuss future events; describe people’s age, appearance and activities; describe your family; talk about shopping; discuss food and meals.  By the end of the semester, you will be able to narrate and describe in the present, ask and answer simple questions, and engage in brief dialogues.

Evaluation:
Attendance & Class Participation
10%

Quizzes (x 14)



70%

Online Homework


10%
Final Exam



10%

A= 90-100; B= 80-89; C= 70-79; D= 60-69; F= 59 and below

Important Notes
1. Attendance and Class Participation:  10% of your grade will be based on your attendance and class participation.  Daily recording of your attendance and participation will start on day one of the semester. Please note: You are allowed only 2 (two) unexcused absences, defined as absences for a reason that cannot be documented with a letter from a doctor, nurse, coach or professor.  Examples of unexcused absences are: leaving early for a weekend; missing a day of class to attend a wedding or a family reunion; staying home because you do not feel well but do not want to see a doctor for whatever reason (THIS HAPPENS A LOT: IF YOU DO THIS, YOU WILL BE MARKED ABSENT); special trips with friends, fraternity/sorority events, etc. 
 It is a good idea to save your two unexcused absences for emergencies and illnesses.  Absences that cannot be documented in writing constitute unexcused absences, and will lower your attendance and class participation grade.  If you are planning to participate in any of these events, schedule your two absences accordingly.  An exception will be made for funerals of family members and/or friends.    

What is Good Class Participation?

As a student in a foreign language class, you are expected to:
· Always arrive to class on time.

· Always bring your book and notebook to class.

· Turn off and put away (out of sight) your cell phone.

· Always arrive to class prepared and ready to work.

· Do your assignments at home on a daily basis.

· Complete your online homework by the deadline for each section.

· Volunteer frequently and contribute productively to group work.

· Use Spanish as much as possible when asking questions.

· Speak up, because you know that mistakes are natural, normal and necessary.

· Do your best to attend cultural events announced by your professor.  Reports based on these events will count for Extra Credit (a maximum of 3% will be added to your final grade).

Examples of behavior that will negatively affect your participation grade:

· Arriving late (after the door has been closed).

· Not bringing your book and/or notebook to class.

· Arriving to class unprepared: readings and homework not done.

· Not doing your online homework on time, or at all.

· Seldom or never volunteering in class.

· Refusing to work with your classmates.

· Speaking English, unless it is necessary to ask a difficult question.

· Being too quiet in class; seldom or never speaking up.

· Showing little interest in the course (looking at the clock repeatedly, dozing off).

· Putting your feet up on a chair in class.

· Eating, drinking, chewing gum in class.

· Any (disruptive or not) behavior involving your cell phone.
2. Quizzes:  There will be a total of 14 (fourteen) brief (15 mn) quizzes, worth 70% of your grade.  All are announced in your Syllabus.  Please note: There will be no make-up quizzes, unless you can justify your absence in writing no later than four working days (Monday to Friday) after your missed quiz.  If you have missed a quiz for no valid reason (see paragraph above), you will not be able to write your quiz at a later date.  After four working days, you will be unable to make up your missed quiz.  As with the Attendance and Participation policy detailed above, an exception will be made for funerals of family members and/or friends.  An exception will also be made for serious illnesses, as long as they are properly documented..
3. Online Homework:  There is an online workbook (Manual de actividades, Vol. 1) that accompanies the Sol y viento textbook.  You must purchase access to the online workbook either from the publisher’s website or from the EIU bookstore.  Your professor will give you written instructions on how to purchase your access code online.  Exercises from the chapters covered in this course will be assigned, in seven separate sections.  The online workbook is computer-graded.  However, the 10% homework grade will not be based on the score assigned by the computer, but rather on completion of the assigned exercises.  

4. Exam:  There will be a Final Exam worth 10% of your final grade, during Finals Week.  It will include all the material studied in the course.  A Study Guide will be distributed in class during the last week of the semester.  If you miss the Final Exam, your professor will need to consult the Department Chairperson and the University policies to determine what is to be done. 
Important

1.  Appropriate academic support is available for students with a documented disability.  Please notify the instructor and contact the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) for further information.  

2.  Help with the material is available outside of class from your professor (see office hours on the first page of the Syllabus), or from qualified student tutors in the Language Lab, across the hallway from the Department of Foreign Languages Main Office.  Help is free of charge.  

3.  Cheating in any way, shape or form will not be tolerated in this course.  If you suspect someone is looking at your work during a test, please report the behavior to your professor in a discreet way (i.e., you are not required to identify the perpetrator).  Your professor will take appropriate measures to ensure the offending behavior stops.  Any student caught cheating will earn an F for the assignment where the cheating has occurred, and may earn an F for the entire course.  The penalty will be your professor’s decision, in consultation with the Chair of the Department of Foreign Languages.

DAILY CLASS SCHEDULE

All pages refer to your textbook, Sol y viento, 3rd ed.  The pages listed next to each day are going to be covered in class that day.  Students are expected to read these pages carefully
before coming to class.

Week One

01/07  Content and structure of the course.  The Spanish Alphabet.
01/08  Vocabulary: Introductions, pp. 2-3. Grammar: Introduction to ser, pp. 4-5
01/10  Vocabulary: School subjects, pp. 6-7.  Grammar: Articles, gender and 

                 number, pp. 8-9
Week Two
01/14  Vocabulary: Classroom objects, pp. 10-11.
01/15  Grammar: Introduction to estar, pp. 12-13.  
01/17  Vocabulary: Numbers 0-30, pp. 20-22.  The verb tener, p. 21. Online HW  

                 (Preliminary Lesson) due.  Quiz #1
Week Three
01/21  M. L. King’s Birthday—No Class
01/22  Grammar: Regular –ar verbs, pp. 23-25.  

01/24  Vocabulary: Days of the week, pp. 26-27.  Time expressions: por la mañana, 
                  por la tarde, por la noche, p. 28.  Quiz #2  
Week Four

01/28  Grammar: Verb + infinitive, pp. 29-30.  The verb gustar, p. 31.  Interview, p. 

                 32.
01/29  Vocabulary: Telling time, pp. 33-35.  Comparing two schedules, pp. 35-36.
01/31   Grammar: Unstressed possessive adjectives, pp. 37-38. Some of your favorite 

                  things, p. 39.  Quiz #3
Week Five

02/04  Vocabulary: Summary of interrogative words, pp. 46-48.  Four prepositions, 

                  p. 49.  
02/05  Grammar: Present tense of regular –er and –ir verbs, pp. 50-52.  Online HW 
                  (1A) due
02/07  Vocabulary: Months, weather and seasons, pp. 53-55.  Grammar: ir + a + 

                  infinitive, pp. 57-59.  Quiz #4

Week Six

02/11  Vocabulary: Adjectives, pp. 60-61.  Grammar: Adjective placement and 

                 agreement, pp. 64-66.
02/12  Vocabulary: Numbers 31-100, pp. 78-80.  
02/14  Grammar: Verbs that end in –go, pp. 81-83.  Online HW (1B) due.  Quiz #5   
Week Seven

02/18  Vocabulary:  Prepositions of location, pp. 84-86.
02/19  Grammar: Two uses of estar, pp. 88-89.  Interview, p. 90.  
02/21   Vocabulary: Places in the city, pp. 91-93.  ¿Dónde?  vs. ¿adónde?, p. 93.  Our 

                 favorite places, p. 94.  Quiz #6    
Week Eight

02/25  Grammar: e→ie, o→ue stem-changing verbs, pp. 95-97.  Quiz #7
02/26 and 02/28  FILM  in Spanish with English Subtitles—TBA
Week Nine—FOREIGN LANGUAGE WEEK
03/04  Vocabulary: Clothing, pp. 104-106.
03/05  Grammar: e→i stem-changing verbs, pp. 108-110.
03/07   Vocabulary: Colors and numbers 100-1000, pp. 111-113. Online HW (2A) 
                  due.  Quiz #8 

Week Ten—SPRING BREAK—NO CLASS 
Week Eleven

03/18  Grammar: Demonstrative adjectives and pronouns, pp. 114-116.
03/19  Vocabulary: Shopping, pp. 117-119.
03/21  Grammar: More on ser and estar, pp. 120-122.  Quiz #9  
Week Twelve 

03/25  Vocabulary: Members of the immediate family; pets, pp. 134-136.
03/26  Grammar: Saber and conocer; verbs that end in –zco, pp. 138-141.  Quiz #10
03/28  Holy Thursday—No Class
Week Thirteen
04/01  Vocabulary: Extended family members, pp. 142-145.
04/02  Grammar: Direct object pronouns, pp. 146-148.
04/04  Vocabulary: Physical traits, pp. 149-151.  Quiz #11
Week Fourteen
04/08 Grammar: Comparisons of equality and inequality, pp.153-155.  Online HW   

    (2B) due
04/09 Vocabulary: Breakfast, pp.162-164.
04/11 Grammar: Indefinite and negative words, pp.165-167.  Quiz #12
Week Fifteen

04/15  Vocabulary: Lunch and snacking, pp.168-170. Online HW (3A) due

04/16  Grammar: Ser vs. estar with adjectives, pp.171-173.  Una historia, p. 174.
04/18  Vocabulary: Dinner and dessert, pp.175-177.  Quiz #13  

Week Sixteen
04/22  Grammar: Indirect object pronouns and gustar, pp.178-181. Study Guide for 
                   the Final Exam distributed in class  
04/23  Review for the Final Exam.  Online HW (3B) due  
04/25  Review for the Final Exam.  Quiz #14
Final Exam: During Final Exam Week, April 29-May 3, 2013.
