
  Italiano 1101 Autunno 2011
PROFESSORESSA AMATO 	
UFFICIO: 1240 Coleman Hall               
TELEFONO: 581-8588
ORARI DI RICEVIMENTO: Tues. 11-12 and 2-3; Wed. 2-3; Fri. 11-12 & by appt
E-MAIL: : dnewellamato@eiu.edu
___________________________________________________________________
OBIETTIVI PEDAGOGICI:  
1. To acquire the keys necessary to gain access to Italian culture and language.
2.  To obtain and provide information and to express feelings and emotions in Italian.
3. To communicate with Italians and Italian speakers both here and in Italy, on a practical level. To engage in simple conversations on a variety of cultural topics.
4. To build a vocabulary necessary to competently comment (in writing and through simple conversations) on texts, images, movies, and works of art illustrating Italian cultural history from antiquity to the present.
5. To properly utilize all tenses in the indicative and imperative modes by the end of Italian 1102.
6. To foster a better understanding of Italian culture and of the pivotal role played by Italy and by the Italians in the development of what we define as Western Civilization.
7. To help you to become better citizens of the world; to learn how to relate to and learn from foreigners with true respect for their heritage. 
8.  To reach intermediate-mid levels of communication in Italian (as described by ACTFL guidelines) by the end of Italian 1102.
___________________________________________________________________
LIBRI DI TESTO: Please go to www.italianvirtualclass.com and follow the sign-up procedures described.
1. I.V.C. Chiavi di Lettura, Volume I: La Sicilia. Online chapter pdfs [total of 6 per region] and website audio-visual content, permission access only. I.V.C. online and printed materials are copyrighted and legally protected by Emory University. Any violation of approved class use of this site will be considered a violation against the intellectual property rights for this project, held by Emory University.
2. I.V.C., Chiavi di Lettura, Quaderno degli esercizi, Volume I: La Sicilia.  Individually created, collectively co-constructed text. 3” 3-ring binder required (or two smaller ones) to contain the text/workbook. Required chapter pages, assignments, and research downloads will be inserted here, along with your “il mio dizionario”, “le mie schede”, “il mio viaggio”, and language structure handouts. At the mid and endpoint of the semester, your binder and textbook will be collected and graded according to completeness, organization, and creativity.
3. Italian dictionaries:
a) For Class: An English-Italian dictionary, to be purchased and brought to class daily in order to be used in in-class group assignments. (Suggested: Concise Oxford-Paravia Dictionary). 
b) For home: for an online dictionary that will enhance your homework study, go to  www.garzanti.it and select  “garzanti linguistica”  and register for free access to the site. This site also has: a synonym/antonym function, an Italian verb conjugation function, and an Italian-English-Italian dictionary. Bookmark this site and make it a frequent reference tool!
4. 3-hole paper and colored pencils.
___________________________________________________________________
CALCOLO DEL VOTO FINALE:
2 TESTS 	               							20%
12 QUIZZES (2 lowest grades will be dropped)				20%
HOMEWORK									15%
CLASS ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION					15%
IN-CLASS ORAL (individual & group) ASSIGNMENTS			10%
WELL ORGANIZED INDIVIDUAL “QUADERNO”		 		10% 	
FINAL ORAL PRESENTATION/FILM (in small groups)			10%
___________________________________________________________________
The following scale will be used at the end of the semester to determine final grades:
90-100=A 	80-89=B	70-89=C	60-69=D	below 60=Failure

Homework scales are as follows:
either: 
‘Check plus’’ = A
‘Check ’= B
‘Check minus’ = C
Poor = F
or:
100=superior work; 
90=excellent work with minor errors; 
80=some significant errors, but overall good work; 
70=significant errors or parts missing; 
60=many significant errors or parts missing. 
50=You did the work but it was not well done; 
0=failure to hand in assignment 
___________________________________________________________________
FREQUENZA IN CLASSE:
How to maximize language acquisition results and earn the highest grade possible: 
In order to receive full points for your attendance portion of the grade (10%) as well as the in-class oral assignments and participation portion of the grade (15%), it is imperative that you come to class regularly. ITALIAN STUDIES HAS A “0” ABSENCE POLICY. Given that there are planned and unplanned events that come up during the semester (graduate school or new job travels, sports team events, family events, religious holidays, ‘bad hair’ days), I will not take off for the first five absences. Absences in excess of four, whatever the circumstance, will entail a drop in the final attendance/participation grade (5 points subtracted from 100 for each absence after 5, counting 10% of total grade).  If you choose to miss a class, remember to email your homework to me that day or it will be considered late and receive a lower grade.
___________________________________________________________________
CONVERSAZIONE IN CLASSE / PARTECIPAZIONE ATTIVA IN CLASSE:
	
You will be asked to complete a number of assignments at home that will extend into in-class oral assignments. You will not always know which assignments will be used to fulfill this part of your grade requirement. This means that you should always arrive in class having thoroughly completed your homework. Volunteer often to participate in the oral portions of the class; call upon the creative muses; and be ready to take risks!! Risk-taking is always rewarded!

In order to receive full class participation points, set goals to: Answer questions; ask questions; volunteer to go to the board; be collaborative in group activities and projects; show signs that you are engaging with the material; bring your textbook and dictionary to every class; insert all activities, assignments, and web research into the 3-hole format of your class textbook before the next class; add new vocabulary to the “Il mio dizionario” pages of your binder; make your in-class oral presentations a representation of the best you and your group can present; make an effort to communicate only in Italian during class.

Class Rules: 
1. Class starts punctually. Arrive early and be ready to start on time. If you are not seated and ready to take notes within the first 7 minutes of class you will be considered absent for the day and your grade will suffer. However, do not miss class even if you are late since often your understanding of exercises completed in class will be vital to understanding test content.
2. Class participation is mandatory. This is your best opportunity to practice in the target language and your success depends upon regular, active attendance and carefully completing our-of-class language assignments. You are expected to come to class prepared and to engage in class discussions and activities. 
3. There is a musical chairs policy in all Italian classes. You may be asked to stand up, and change working partners on a regular basis.  Please keep your belongings underneath your chair and come to class ready to move around.
4. Cell phones and all electronic devices should be turned off before entering the classroom. Text-messaging during class is unacceptable. Not only does it give the message to your teacher and classmates that you do not value what they have to say, but it is also a distraction. 
5. Bathroom and water breaks are to be taken before and after the class 
6. Most importantly, please show respect for your professor and classmates. When the professor or a classmate is talking, give your attention to what is being said. Listening to others not only tells that person that you respect him or her, but it is also an essential language skill. If you talk while your professor or another student is talking, your participation grade will be reduced.
In conclusion:  A positive attitude, an open mind, a genuine curiosity, a desire to discuss and to learn are vital necessities in this class.
Please don’t hesitate to visit my office with any questions you might have about grammar, homework, readings, etc. Since language learning is cumulative and builds on concepts learned previously, it is necessary to solve problems or deal with difficulties early in the semester. Thus, visiting during office hours is highly encouraged. Consider coming to visit me at least once per month!
___________________________________________________________________
I COMPITI:
The Italian Virtual Class format utilizes the Socratic method of teaching, which emphasizes teaching through asking questions rather than telling. Consequently, great emphasis will be placed on pre-class preparation and on in-class co-construction of understanding, both cultural and linguistic. I will often conduct discussions in class based on readings or homework completed the night before so come to class having completed your homework and ready to talk. 
*Homework consists of the following: Memorization of all vocabulary, verb conjugations, and grammatical structures, exercises from the course textbook, making flashcards,, brief compositions or pre-class writing activities, outlining, summarizing, and interpreting reading exercises, and in-class presentations. 
*Homework will be assigned at the end of each class.
*You are accountable for all assignments as well as the memorization of verbs, grammatical constructions and vocabulary, regardless of whether or not you are in class. You may be held responsible for this knowledge in announced or unannounced quizzes. Absence from class does not justify missing a homework assignment or a quiz. 
*Remember that memorization of all language structures learned is a constant homework – whether it is assigned officially or not.  No late homework assignments will be accepted. 
*A minimum of 3 visits to your professor during office hours to discuss, review, and redo an assignment are highly recommended and will increase your participation grade. 
___________________________________________________________________
LE DUE INTERROGAZIONI SCRITTE:
*Without a written note from a doctor or proper authority, there are no makeup tests. The grade for a missed test is 0. 
*Please note: There is no special pre-test prep session. Preparation for your tests is part of your daily class activities and homework assignments. Be sure to study carefully for each test and do all the necessary prep work.
*Whenever you are in doubt about what was explained and practiced in class, come to see me promptly during office hours.
*The tests will always evaluate three of the four language skills we are working to acquire (oral comprehension, reading, and writing) as well as the grammar components and cultural materials studied.  
___________________________________________________________________ESAME DI FINE CORSO:
All students are required to take a final exam at the end of the semester during the time scheduled by the Registrar for all exams. The date of the Italian 1101 final exam is thus: 
	Tuesday December 13 12:30-2:30
In place of a final exam, however, students groups will create and present a final project, a 3-minute film that embraces and utilizes the grammar and cultural content studied throughout the semester. The scenario will be written & performed by small groups outside of class and presented to the entire class as a short film at the end of the semester.  Students will be graded according to creativity, grammatical accuracy, use of vocabulary, clarity of expression, and cultural relevance.
___________________________________________________________________
LANGUAGE PLEDGE:
This course is a unique and highly effective full-immersion into Italian language and culture. For you to achieve the language growth potential that I.V.C. method offers, it is fundamental that each class be considered a trip to Italy. It is thus natural that you will not hear English – virtually-speaking, you will be in Italy! If you commit yourself to assuming responsibility in your learning, you will be richly rewarded in language acquisition results. Consequently, NO ENGLISH IS SPOKEN IN CLASS. There will only be a few instances where the professor will speak in English, otherwise it is left behind at the door to the classroom! 
___________________________________________________________________
HONOR CODE:
	No cheating or any form of misconduct or lack of respect in class will be tolerated.   If you are caught cheating on a test or assignment, you will receive a zero. 
Examples of violations of the Honor Code include: 
- Plagiarizing = any work with your name on it must be yours, not that of some other person or computer program (i.e. electronic translators). Plagiarizing will not be tolerated and will result in a zero for your work. If you include another person’s words in any assignments you should indicate so through the use of quotation marks.  Homework, unless otherwise specified, is an individual activity. You must do all your own reading and writing. All work must be your own, generated this semester. The only exceptions to this rule are: group projects and continuation of a class discussion amongst yourselves which are assigned during class. When in doubt – consult with your professor for clarification.  
- Seeing, using, giving, or obtaining unauthorized assistance or information in any academic assignment or examination. This includes having another person correct your Italian grammar for an assignment or composition without your instructor’s permission. Please inform your professor if you are receiving tutoring outside of class. 

___________________________________________________________________
DATE IMPORTANTI DURANTE QUESTO SEMESTRE:
Monday 9/5				Labor Day Observance
Friday 10/14				Fall Break 
Mon—Fri 11/21-25			Thanksgiving break 
Friday 12/9				Last day of classes
Wednesday, 12/14, 12:30-2:30pm	Final Exam
Date for viewing students’ Final Projects: Tuesday December 13 12:30-2:30
__________________________________________________________________
La legge non perdona l’ignoranza! You are responsible for complying with the information provided on this syllabus.  Refer to it often, especially if in doubt. See the attached form which requires your signature.

Buon semestre a tutti!
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