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Eastern Illinois University

College of Arts and Humanities
Department of Foreign Languages

Women in the Hispanic World

Fall 2012

FLE 3025-001 (CRN: 96913)

MWF 12:00 pm-12:50 pm

Coleman 1170 

Instructor: Dr. Irene S. Coromina 

Email: icoromina@eiu.edu

Office: Coleman Hall 1361

Office Telephone: 217-581-5311

Office Hours: MTW 4:00 p.m.-5:00 pm, and by appointment 

Texts:

· Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz.  The Answer / La Respuesta: Including Sor Filotea’s Letter and New Selected Poems.  Electa Arenal and Amanda Powell, eds. and trans.  Second Edition. New York: The Feminist Press at the City University of New York, 2009.

· Clorinda Matto de Turner.  Birds Without a Nest. A Story of Indian Life and Priestly Oppression in Peru. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1996.
· Marguerite Guzman Bouvard.  Revolutionizing Motherhood: The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2002.
· Rosario Ferré.  Sweet Diamond Dust and Other Stories. New York: Penguin, 1996.
· Additional articles placed on reserve in the Language Lab.
Course Objectives:

Women in the Hispanic World explores the contributions of Hispanic women to literature, the arts and politics in the Spanish-speaking world from the colonial period to the present.  Students will read original work by women, as well as critical essays written about them.  Students will also be introduced to scholarship on gender, race, class and national identity.

Evaluation:
Quizzes (x5)


20%

Reaction Papers (x5)

50%

Oral Presentations (x2)
10%

Midterm Exam

10%

Final Exam


10%

A= 90-100; B= 80-89; C= 70-79; D= 60-69; F= 59 and below
Important Notes
1. Class Participation: Your attendance and class participation will not be graded in this course.  However, frequent or prolonged absences on your part will affect your performance; therefore, it is advised that you attend class regularly and do your work in and outside of class on a regular basis.  Here are suggestions to maximize your learning as well as your enjoyment of this course.
You are expected to:
· Always arrive to class on time.

· Always bring your books, notebook and pen or pencil to class.

· Always arrive to class prepared and ready to work.

· Do your assignments at home on a daily basis.

· Volunteer frequently and contribute productively to group work.
· Speak up, because you know that mistakes are natural, normal and necessary.

· Do your best to attend cultural events announced by your professor.
· Turn off and put away (out of sight) your cell phone.


Please, do not:
· Arrive late (after the door has been closed).

· Forget your books, notebook, pen and/or pencil.
· Arrive to class unprepared.

· Forget to do your homework.

· Be too quiet; seldom or never speak up in class.

· Refuse to work with your classmates.
· Refuse to attend any cultural events announced by your professor.

· Engage in any (disruptive or not) behavior involving your cell phone.  

2. Quizzes:  There will be a total of five brief quizzes. All are announced in your Daiy Class Schedule.  Please note: There will be no make-up quizzes, unless you can justify your absence in writing no later than four working days (Monday to Friday) after your missed quiz. An exception will be made for funerals of family members and/or friends.  An exception will also be made for serious illnesses.

3. Reaction Papers: These are brief essays that represent a personal response to any point raised in a reading, in a film, or in class discussion. The topics of the reaction papers will be chosen freely by each student. Details regarding format, length and citation style will be provided in class. Papers are due on the dates specified in your Daily Class Schedule.  Late papers will be penalized.
4. Oral Presentations: Each student will present aspects of the lives and works of the women discussed in this course, on two separate occasions.  These may consist of a discussion point raised in a text, an interpretation of an article, a comparison between two articles, an analysis of a particular aspect of a film, or an assessment of a problem raised in class. The Oral Presentations will be scheduled as needed, depending on the number of students enrolled in this course.
5. Exams:  There will be two exams.  The Midterm Exam will be open-book and take-home, to be done in the course of 24 hours in the ninth week of the semester.  The Final Exam (in-class, multiple choice) will be during Final Exam week.
Important

1.  Appropriate academic support is available for students with a documented disability.  Please notify the instructor and contact the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) for further information.  

2.  Plagiarism—defined as “An act or instance of stealing and passing off as one’s own the ideas or words of another”; the “use without crediting the source” of “the ideas or words of another”; and the act of “present[ing] as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source” (Webster’s Third New International Dictionary) –will not be tolerated in this course.  Any instance of plagiarism, once confirmed, will result in a grade of 0 for the assignment where it has occurred, and may result in a grade of 0 for the course.  All instances of plagiarism will be reported to the Chair of the Department of Foreign Languages.

3.  Cheating in any way, shape or form will not be tolerated in this course.  If you suspect someone is looking at your work during a test, please report the behavior to your professor in a discreet way (i.e., you are not required to identify the perpetrator).  Your professor will take appropriate measures to ensure the offending behavior stops.  Any student caught cheating will earn an F for the assignment where the cheating has occurred, and may earn an F for the entire course.  The penalty will be your professor’s decision, in consultation with the Chair of the Department of Foreign Languages.

4. Please address your instructor as “Professor Coromina.”  

DAILY CLASS SCHEDULE

Your instructor is available three times a week during office hours, and by 
appointment if these times are inconvenient, for you to discuss any problems 
or concerns you may have with the material and/or the assignments and tests.  
Keep this Syllabus for reference throughout the semester.

Week One

08/20  Content and structure of the course
08/22  Definitions.  Discussion of Gender in the Hispanic world
08/24  No Class
Week Two
08/27  Marianismo and Malinchismo
08/29  Class and Nation
08/31  Race and Ethnicity
Week Three 

09/03  Labor Day—No Class

09/05  Sor Juana (I). Quiz #1 (on definitions)
09/07   Sor Juana (II)

Week Four

09/10  Sor Juana (III)
09/12  Sor Juana (IV). Film: I, The Worst of All. First Reaction Paper due
09/14  Sor Juana (V). Film: I, The Worst of All
Week Five

09/17  Race: Mestizaje. 
09/19  Clorinda Matto de Turner (I). Quiz #2 (on Sor Juana)
09/21  Clorinda Matto de Turner (II)
Week Six

09/24  Clorinda Matto de Turner (III) 
09/26  Clorinda Matto de Turner (IV). Second Reaction Paper due
09/28  Clorinda Matto de Turner (V)
Week Seven

10/01  Frida Kahlo (I)
10/03  Frida Kahlo (II). Quiz #3 (on Clorinda Matto de Turner)
10/05  Fall Break—No Class
Week Eight

10/08  Frida Kahlo (III) 
10/10  Frida Kahlo (IV). Film: Frida. Third Reaction Paper due
10/12  Frida Kahlo (V). Film: Frida
Week Nine

10/15  Midterm Exam (take-home).  Due: October 16, by 4 p.m., in my office 
   
     (medium font size, black ink, stapled). No email submissions. Celia Cruz (I)  
10/17  Celia Cruz (II)  
10/19  Celia Cruz (III)  
Week Ten

10/22  Celia Cruz (IV). Film: The Eternal Voice of Celia Cruz
10/24  Celia Cruz (V). Film: The Eternal Voice of Celia Cruz 

10/26  Gabriela Mistral (I)
Week Eleven

10/29  Gabriela Mistral (II)
10/31  Gabriela Mistral (III). Quiz #4 (on Celia Cruz)   
11/02  Gabriela Mistral (IV)

Week Twelve
11/05  Gabriela Mistral (V)
11/07  The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo (I). Fourth Reaction Paper due
11/09  The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo (II)

Week Thirteen

11/12  The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo (III). Quiz #5 (on Gabriela Mistral)
11/14  The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo (IV). Film: The Official Story
11/16  The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo (V). Film: The Official Story
Week Fourteen—Thanksgiving Break—No Class

11/19-23
Week Fifteen 
11/26  Rosario Ferré (I) 

11/28  Rosario Ferré (II). Fifth Reaction Paper due
11/30  Rosario Ferré (III)
Week Sixteen

12/03  Rosario Ferré (IV)
12/05  Rosario Ferré (V)  

12/07  Study Guide for the Final Exam
Final Exam: During Final Exam Week, December 10-14, 2012, 

on the day and time scheduled for this course.
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