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We’ve always known that learning happens through
conversation, and these strange days have taught us its
value anew. We have managed to work through distance
learning, but apart from a few weeks in 2020, our learning
at EIU’s Pine Honors College has largely continued in
classrooms, by talking. As John Henry Newman notes in
his famous Idea of a University, some might be surprised to 

find so much depending on “speaking good sense in English” but it is an essential
part of what goes on here. Professors can certainly talk and deliver knowledge,
but in order to really learn it, students must respond. As Newman put it,
knowledge must be “actively entered into, embraced, mastered. The mind must
go half-way to meet what comes to it from without.” 
 
This is why, among the profiles of current freshmen and sophomores, as well as
alumni, you will read here of connections in and out of the classroom. The
weekly events Honors hosts for its students help them to get to know each other
and to practice the ancient, and sometimes endangered, art of conversation. The
community we foster supports student learning, mental health, and enjoyment. I
get to spread the gospel of tea-quaffing, and share games and laughter. Dr.
Polydore has done an excellent job at organizing some exceptional events, a few 
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of which are featured in the photo galleries that follow. We have also
enjoyed working with Housing’s Rebeccah Maley, our new Living
Learning Community coordinator, who has thrown open the door of
Thomas Hall (home of our Honors student housing) to many of our
events. 

To all who have supported Honors through thick and thin – thank
you! Here are a few examples of the amazing students striving and
achieving in an exceptional time. From discussions that flourish in
small seminars and around cozy tea tables, let us learn or find hope.
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Dean Richard England 

H O N O R S     F U N ! ! ! !
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Jasmine Yusef

Jasmine Yusef is from Wheeling, Illinois.
She is a second year student double
majoring in English and Philosophy. 

What do you
like about this

year compared
to last year?

Being in person! This
year, being able to see

people’s faces makes it
feel like I’m actually in

school.

What made you choose EIU?
I applied to a lot of universities and EIU was
the most economically feasible and I really
liked the idea of the small class sizes and the
fact that we have an Honors College.

What advice would you give
to first year students?
I would have to say a piece of advice that I
would give to students is to get organized from
the start and to not be afraid to ask for help.

What has been your favorite
Honors class and why?

Thus far, my favorite Honors class has been
the "Attention" Honors seminar with Dr.
Charlotte England. In Honors seminars,
students have to talk to each other and share
ideas, whereas other Honors classes are based
on the material that you’re learning and less
focused on the conversation.
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FOCUS ON SOPHOMORES
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 I really like that
the Honors College

brings students
together with fun

activities and
programs.



John Wills
John Wills is from Coal City, Illinois. He is a
second year student majoring in Broadcast
Journalism with a minor in Political Science.

What do you like about this
year compared to last year?
There’s more stuff happening! As a Journalism
major, there’s more things to talk about. I also
get to go to more events this year, like sports
games and the Honors Tea with the Dean
events.

What made you choose EIU?
I got the Pemberton Presidential Scholarship,
which was very nice because I would not have
been able to go to college if I didn’t have
financial assistance. I also liked the small class
sizes because I can actually talk with my
professors. 

What advice would you give
to first year students?
It’s not like high school. Email your professors,  
ask for help, see if they’ll give you any kind of
assistance that you need. You need to take
advantage of the resources that are given to
you and use them to your advantage. That’s
how you succeed. 

What has been
your favorite

Honors class and
why?

Definitely the First Year
Seminar, which was a class

with all the Presidential
Scholars taught by Dean

England. The class bonded
together because it was
very discussion based. 
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There was
something

interesting and
new every day.
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What do you like about this
year compared to last year?
Everything is opened up and everyone is so
friendly, so it seems more like a college
environment. The overall atmosphere is a lot
lighter.

What made you choose EIU?

When I first visited EIU, I felt like everyone
around here is very supportive and it was a
community where anyone or any student
would be able to flourish and develop
themselves.

What advice would you give
to first year students?

Enjoy the whole process. When you’re in
college, as you go through the semesters, there
will definitely be times where it’s stressful and
it feels like the work is just piling on. So you
should make sure that you enjoy the
experience because that will help you push
through all the tough times. 

What has been your
favorite Honors

class and why?

My favorite class would either
be Dr. England’s Music and

Neuroscience Seminar or the
Intro to Theatre class I’m

currently taking. They are
both very engaging classes.

Since I am a computer science
major, music and theatre are

very different from what I am
used to, and I enjoy learning

new things.
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Jarius Ransom
Jarius Ransom is from Bolingbrook, Illinois.
He is a second year student majoring in
Computer Science.
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EIU is a place
where anyone can

flourish.



Ella Knutson
Ella Knutson is from Minnesota, near

Minneapolis. She is a first year student at
EIU majoring in Secondary Education.

SPOTLIGHT ON FRESHMEN
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What made you choose
EIU?

I chose EIU because of their education
program and their athletics program. It
was the perfect distance from home
and everyone here was so unbelievably
nice, especially on the swim team. It’s
definitely home away from home.

What has been your
favorite Honors class
and why?

My favorite Honors class so far has to
be Education in a Multicultural
Society. It is really giving me the
foundation for becoming a teacher in
the future.

What do you like
the most about

being an Honors
student?

My favorite thing about
being an Honors student

is the endless
opportunities. There is

always something going
on and I feel more driven

as an Honors student. It
gives me more incentive

to do well and succeed.
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What made you choose
EIU?

I chose to attend Eastern Illinois
University because of how the university
treats their students like family. Upon my
final decision, I chose EIU because I could
see myself being completely comfortable
on campus. Now EIU is like my second
home!

What has been your
favorite Honors class and
why?

My favorite Honors class has been Honors
1290 Honors Seminar: Attention. That
class has really made me see the world in
a different perspective that has only
enhanced my experience here at EIU. My
instructor does a great job of making my
classmates and I think beyond our initial
everyday notions.

What do you like the
most about being an

Honors student?

I really enjoy being an Honors
student because I get to explore

my mind in ways I did not know
were possible. In addition to

this, I have the opportunity to
meet and connect with a

plethora of students from all
over the world who share my

views and even different ones! I
am so grateful to be a part of

such a powerful, diverse
organization and I am excited

for what is to come! 
 

Azaria Bell
Azaria Bell is from the south suburbs of

Chicago. She is a first year student at EIU
majoring in Communication Disorders

and Sciences.

SPOTLIGHT ON FRESHMEN
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Why do you enjoy Honors classes?
Each class was unique, and I was able to gain something from that. Even
though some classes were very far removed from CDS and Speech Pathology,
like Introduction to Theatre, I enjoyed them and learned a lot. Also, Honors
classes give you the tools to look at something deeper than face value – which
made me see the world and analyze things with a critical mind. That is a skill
that I can apply not only to theater, but also to articles that I may be reading
for Speech Pathology. I think just taking the information that you’re learning
and applying it in a new way that might pertain more to what it is you are
studying is a good way to make General Education classes and classes you are
required to take more meaningful. 9

Erin Zurek: Herbert Lasky Outstanding Honors
Graduate Senior Award Recipient

What made you choose EIU?
Eastern had both a wonderful Honors program
and a wonderful Communication Disorders and
Sciences program. When I first visited EIU, I just
had a good feeling about the place and the people.
After interviewing for the Presidential Scholarship,
I visualized myself in the classroom, visualized
myself learning and having a positive experience
at Eastern.

Erin Zurek is an EIU graduate from Lisle, Illinois. She graduated Spring
2021 with a BS in Communication Disorders and Sciences (CDS) and a

BA in Spanish.

How did you manage to be in the University
Honors program while also having two majors?
Coming in from high school, I had AP credits that covered some of my Gen
Eds, but I still had some general education requirements left. I was able to fill
those with Honors courses. Usually I had 18 to 21 credit hours, but I think that
it was sustainable for me to do because I enjoyed the process of learning.

SPECIAL INTERVIEW
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What did you get out of your Departmental
Honors experience?
For the CDS department we got to develop a research project and build a
hypothesis. What’s great about that is before we even build the project, we
start with a research-based course where we’re introduced to the different
methods of research as it pertains to CDS. We had guest lecturers from all of
our faculty who are experts in different areas of Communication Disorders. I
feel like the misconception about Speech Pathology is that all we do is fix “R”s
or articulation-based therapy, but there’s so much more to that with language
processing and swallowing and as it pertains to post-stroke victims and
patients with head and neck cancer. It’s a very diverse field, and the research
class gives us exposure to the kinds of research we could do on our own. I
decided to do research on bilingual language assessments with Dr. Angela
Anthony. Even though the research was just for CDS, I was able to tie in
Spanish and complete a survey based on research from a study on Illinois
Speech Language Pathologists and their perception of how well-prepared
they feel to assess bilingual students on their caseload. The research was very
complicated, but I really enjoyed it and learned a lot. 

Do you think the Honors Program has helped in
Graduate school?
For sure. Studying skills and discussion-based skills that I learned from my
Honors classes were very useful in my grad program. Also, I am more critical
of the review and understanding of the information that I receive which I
learned about in a lot of Honors classes.  

What piece of advice would you give freshmen
about Honors?
Have an understanding that we are lifelong learners -- this isn’t a means to an
end. You should understand that while you’re here, there is so much that you
can learn and so many experiences that you can have that will shape not only
you as a person, but also the way that you perceive the world around you.
Understand that whatever class you’re in, whatever meeting you go to, there is
something there that you can take in that will help you grow and be a more
well-rounded individual.
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2021 AWARD RECIPENTS

Herbert Lasky Outstanding Honors
Graduating Senior Award

Erin Zurek
 

First Neighbor Bank Scholarship
Abigail Bonnstetter

 
Dorothy Davis Bunge Scholarship

Christine Eldrenkamp
Megan Jobe
Shane Smith

 
Rachael Richardson Scholarship

Meagan Miller
Sophia Chavis

 
Sandra and Jack Pine Scholarship

Elizabeth Serna-Sanchez 
 

Distinguished Honors Faculty Award
Bonnie Laughlin-Schultz
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Xhyla Abazi (D)
Kofi M. Bazzell-Smith (G)

Emily M. Becker (G)
Jaida S. Brockman (U)

Dylan T. Cole (U)
Benjamin E. Esgar (D)

Sarah L. Fors (G)
Anders E. Frank (G)

Shelby A. Freeman (D)
Katherine N. Gallaher (U)

Avani M. Flanagan (G)
Ian R. Hannah (G)

Madeline A. Havens (U)
Jason S. House (U)

Alyssa N. Jacobucci (U&D)
Noor Ul Haash Khamisani (D)

Alison M. Kirk (U)
Sarah A. Lohman (G)
Shelby G. Martell (U)

SPRING 2021 
Faith D. Morris (U)

Mariah N. Mosberger (G)
Shaelyn R. Page (U&D)
Hannah J. Rotramel (G)
Abigail E. Smith  (U&D)

Julia S. Spencer (U)
Hannah N. Spillane (U)

Holly M. Swisher (U)
Katrina N. Thompson (U)

Valerie J.  Thompson (U&D)
Alyssa M. Tripod (U&D)

Ellie N. Tutewiler (D)
Abigail R. Wallace (D)

Lindsey A. Wood (G&D)
Seth W. Yeakel (U)

Davalyn D. York (G&D)
Cheyenne M. Zimmerman (D)

Erin E. Zurek (U&D)

Paul J.  Abraham (D)
Emily A. Bernard (D)

Karina D. Davis (D)
Morgan A. LaMore (D)
Monique S. Mays (D)

Sarah N. Mummel (D)
Joseph D. Reiter (U)

Ambrosia E. Roberts (U)
Abigail R. Wallace (D)

SUMMER 2021
Taylor J.  Comer (G)

Addison R. Gladu (U)
Louis A. Karimu (G)
Eric A. LaBrasca (G)
Mitzi S. Morales (G)

Miranda S. Morrow (U)
Madeline A. Plesnicar (U)

Karena M. Renfro (G)
Miranda P. Smith (U&D)

Meredith G. Vandeventer (U&D) 
Shawn A. Walker (U)
Noah W. Wright (D)

FALL 2021 

U = University Honors D = Departmental Honors G = General Honors

2021 GRADUATES
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GIVE TO PINE HONORS
COLLEGE!

 

Celebrate your successes by giving back.
 

Invest in the future of EIU Honors students. Give today at
www.eiu.edu/giving.php

 
Or send a check to: EIU Foundation (Honors College), 600

Lincoln Ave, Charleston, IL 61920
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DATES TO REMEMBER
Feb. 11 - Study Abroad scholarships for spring due

Feb. 18 - URSCA proposal deadline for summer awards

Feb. 25 - Nominations: Honors Distinguished Faculty Award & Deadline
for SRCA Conference submissions

Mar. 15 - Scholarship deadline for Study Abroad for fall, Continuing
Student, Bunge, Lasky, Messer, Pine, Richardson, Whisnand, and Schmidt
Scholarships

Mar. 21 - Priority Registration for fall begins

Apr. 1 - Student Research & Creative Activity Conference

Apr. 8 - URSCA proposal deadline for fall awards


